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AN ACCOUNT 

OF THK CIRCUMSTANCES ATTENDING THK 

IMPRISONMENT AND DEATH 

OF THE LATE 

WIUUAM MHULRD, 

Formerly Sa|wriDtendant of the Tbeatre of Anatomy of St Tbomas's Hospital, 

Southwark. 
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STRICTURES ON THE CONDUCT OF SIR ASTLET COOPER, SIR WILLIAM BLIZARD, 
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PROOF AND INVULNERABLE MR. WAKLEY, AND OTHER SUBORDINATE 
MEMBERS OF THE MEDICAL PROFESSION : 
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AN ACCOUNT, 



Bbfobe entering upon the immediate subject of thes^a 
pages, it will be necessary for us to trouble the reader with y 
some particulars of St. Thomas's Hospital. First, becauuB . 
it is in consequence of events which have occurred in thajt t 
establishment, that the details found in the following nar- I 
rative are submitted to the public ; and, secondly, to renderl 
these details more clear and intelligible than they otUenvistff 
would be. In performing this part of our task, however, 
it will not be requisite for us to go back to the period of 
the Crusades in order to trace the origin of this Charity to 
the piety of St. Mary Overie, or " Sweet Mary of the 
Perry;" to narrate its first endowment by Pierre de Roche, 
Bishop of Winchester ; or its dedication to St. Thomas-il- 
Becket, and the shelter it afforded to the poor pilgrims 
travelling to his shrine ; to describe its seizure at the Reform- 
ation, by the English Nero, Henrj" the Eighth ; and its re- 
endowment by his amiable and excellent successor; to laud 
the zeal and liberality of the citizens of London of Former 
times in providing funds to rebuild it, or to enumerate the 
long list of its private benefactors ; for a full account of 
these topics, and for an accurate description of the present 
edifice of St. Thomas's Hospital, including its quadrangles, 
courts, statues, inscriptions, its halls, theatres for surgical 
operations and for anatomical lectures, its surgery, labora- 
tory, warm and cold baths, 8cc. we must refer those of our 
readers who are desirous of further information on these 
points, to Golding's Historical Account of St. Thomas's 
Hospital, and the sources from which that work is com- 
piled. Thus much, however, it wUl be proper to mention, 
that this institution is richly endowed ;* its expencKture, 

* The wbole of the land and hau»es in the parish of St. Thomas are 

■aid to coDstitute a jmrl anlj/ of the property belongliig to thisinatitiition. 

The pQbtic, we believe, are kept totally in the dark as to the nature, the 

ainoant, and the maoagemeiit of this property. It would umjueedonahly 
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and, consequently, Us income, being, as it in stated in the 
work above referred to, on the average, about ifflO,000 
a year. The manageinent imd applicatioa of these funds 
are entrusted to the Governors of this Institution, whose 
authority is exercised by a committee of between twenty 
and thirty chosen from their own body, and by the officers 
of the Hospital, of whom the Governors have the appoint- 
ment. These Governors by the regulations framed when 
the Hospital was incorporated in the reign of Edward the 
Sixth, are not to be less than sixty-two in number : in the 
middle of the last century they amounted to three hundred 
and thirty, but at present they are stated not to be so 
numerous. On the death of any of these, the survivors are 
required by the regulations to assemble and elect others 
to supply the vacancy. The appointments of St. Thomas's 
HoNpital are the following : 

1. The President, Alderman ChristopiiEK SmitU. 

2. The Treasurer, Abel Chapman, Esq. 

3. The Chaplain, Rev. R. W. Lyall. 

4. The Steward, Mr. William Nash. ; 

5. The Clerk, Mr. John Wainewright. u 
fi. The Receiver, Mr. Joseph Beevbrs. 

7. The Matron, Miss Savory. 

8. The inferior officers, viz. the Butler, DANIEL 
Wheeler; the Beadlee, Cook, and Porters, James 
Patebson, William Bull, John Spooner, John 
Wilcox. 

9. The Servants 
10. The Female Domestics. 
The medical officers consist of four physicians, thrap 

surgeons and their assistants, an apothecary, &c. &c. -l 
The present Physicians are, ROBERT WILLIAMS, M.Oi 
John Scott, M. D. John Elliotson, M. D. 

be very dcrfrable Hiat a clause In ihe Charter of the Royal Founder of 
this Charity ittould he jint in Eorce, which ordains, " Tbat the king shall 
appoint commissioners iVom limp to time to visit the said Hospital, to sec 
haw the revenues of the same lands be spent and employed." That aucb 
cnquiriea would not bn nltogettier superflnous may be conjectured, when 
it ia stated that wi&ia a Tew yeara tAree attanrds of the sister institutian 
(Guy's Hospital) yraecd dc/aultt'i, tno of them committed suicide, and 
tbc last, after bein); found deticieot to the aiHount of £1100 aa steward, 
and nearly £100 as overseer of tlie parish, was " privately put away, 
or, Id other words was, as we have been informed, literally kicked oilt 
of one of the back doors of the Institution which lie had roltbed. This 
occorred in May, 1821. It is little IniaKined, as is somewhere said by 
our old and sagacioni friend Gil Bias, liow many become rich by belU^ 



m 



^H eutraited v 



b the auperintendance of the poor. 



I 



Assistant Physician, H. S. Roots, M.D. 

Surgeons, Mr. B. TraVERS ; Mr. J. H. Gheen ; Mr, 
F. Tybhel. 

Apothecary, Mr. R. Whitfield. 

Besides ttese, there are what are called the apothecary's 
man and the surgery man's assistant, wiio attend the dead 
bouse, remove the bodies of such as die in any of the 
- wards, and when buried under the direction of the Hospital, 
they conduct the funeral, and take the body for interment. 

Havins noticed thus briefly the revenues and the gyvern-' 
ment of St. Thomas's Hospital, we must proceed to make 
a few remarks on this Institution viewed as a school of 
medicine, or a medical college. The public in general 
have some vague notions on tliis point; lor instance, that 
students walk., the hospitals, as it is termed, in order to 
acquire information and experience in their prolessioa; 
but beyond this notion they have no idea whatever how 
hospitals serve for this purpose, or what is tlie routine 
.adopted to attain these objects. As it would be scarcely 
possible for the reader of these pages, if unconnected with 
the medical profession, to understand the subsequent nar- 
rative without some further explanation on the above points, 
we shall endeavour to furnish liim with whatever Informal 
tion we have been enabled to acquire oil this subject. 

In the first place, then, it will be our duty to call the 
reader's attention to the arrangements made in St. Thomas's * 
Hospital for the convenience of the professors and students 
of medicine. Of that part of the hospital appropriated exclu- 
sively to the use of these gentlemen, the theatrefor anatomical , 
and surgical lectures is the most considerable. This edifice, i 
we are informed by the author of the Historical Account .1 
of St. Thomas's Hospital before referred to, " was erected 
" during the year 1814, at a j-eciprocal expense between 
" the FZJNDS of the HOSPITAL and ike costs of those 
" whose interests were more immediately concerned 
" in its completion." — " The entrance hall, which is ascended , 
" by a flight of steps, is spacious, and leads to a circular 
" and commodious room, having a gallery, numerous seats ' 
" ranged above each other, a handsome sky-light, several 
" ventilators, a table with a revolving axis for anatomictd 
" demonstrations, and a chair forthe lecturer. This roona , 
" will contain with ease foiir hundred persons. On the \ 
" left side of the hall is a museum, containing a variety of 
" preparations and specimens of physiological and patho- 



"logical phenomena. On the rigLt side of the hall is a 
" coDimodioua dissecting room, which for size, convenience, 
" and comfort is said to be unequalled. This room lias 
" several sky-lights and ventilators, and is sufficiently 
" capacious to admit of from one to two hundred students 
" dissecting at a time, without any inconvenience to each 
" other." From this account we learn, among other 
things, that this theatre, museum, and dissecting room, 
so remarkable for its comfort, were erected " at a reciprocal 
expense between the funds of the hospital and the costs of 
those whose interests were more immediately concerned in 
its completion." Now, altliough we are deeply sensible of 
the importance and value of the medical profession and of 
the necessity of affording every means for its cultivation 
and advancement, and, although we are convinced there 
are many more objectionable modes of employing the funds 
of a charity,* yet we entertain strong doubts whether the 
Governors of St. Thomas's are justified either legally or 
morally in sanctioning such an application of the funds of 
the institution of wliich they are the appointed guardians. 
If it be necessary to convert hospitals into medical colleges, 
and to erect anatomical theatres, museums, and dissecting 
rooms, for the emolument of lecturers and the improvement 
of students, does it not appear just and obvious that the 
whole of the expense shoidd be borne by " those whose 
interests were more immediately concerned," rather than 
taken from funds left expressly and exclusively for the 
support and relief of the afflicted poor? Might not those 
who are so unfortunate as to be under the necessity of 
resorting to hospitals for relief addressing the medical 
professors, exclaim, " la it not enough that yon have 
our bodies to practise on when living, and to dissect 
when dead .' Must we in addition to this PAY FOR 
THE ERECTION of THEATRES AND DISSECTING ROOMS, 
where our remains are to be mutilated and exhibited 
for your instruction and improvement ?-J- We have 

* See tlie peculations by three successive stewards mentioiied in b 
preceding note. 

t Tbe following extract, from the work already rererred to, [Historical 
Account of St. Tbomas's Hospital, Soutlmark. By Benjamin Gouldiog, 
Member of tlie Royal College of Surgeons, London, &g. &c. London: 
Printed for Longman, Hurst, Reea, Onne, and Browne, 1819,] will shew 
the groanda on which the above obaerrations are founded. 

" The day for receiving patients into the Hospital is Thursday, at ten 
o'clock In the morning, when those persons who wish for admittance are 
required to famish themselves with a petition, which is supplied gratui- 
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already adverted to the prac'ice oi exacting fees of admis- 
sion from patients, all of wiiom, previous to their being 
received into the hoapital, are called on to declare in 
the petition which they pi-esent, that they are *' in Itnir 
" circumstances and destitute of friends, whereby to 
" obtain a cure." An equally atrange, and we will venture 



aged Slieweth, 

and being 
FHIEMD8, whereby to 
' obtain a Cure, moM humbly deiires your Worshipg would be pieancil » 
■ admit h into the said HoepitBl, and, as in duty bound, U will 

'ever pray.' 

' "^'"^'^ *»[ Governor.' 

" Tbe time of admitting Patients is at teno'clock on Tbursday morning 
preeiiely. 

" Admission Peeb, viz. — 

" Clean Patient, .. Sa. Od. I Foul Do IW. fid. 

" The patienti are examined in roams appointed for that purpose by 
the physician or enrgcon of the weeli, under whose care they are to liti 
placed, and if reported proper objects for relief they are requested to 
prodaee a respcctoMe parantee <a a itturily far their Temoval when cured^ 
or THBtR BDHIAL mheB tha/ du in the Hvtpilal, or depoidt Ihe mm iff aaa 
guinea to defray the expense of the lalter, which deposit is retamed nhea 
they leave the Hospital, cured or relieved, after which they are sent ta 
their respective wards for their reception, ice." page 32S. 

According to the Official Account presented by the goveraor, in 1810, 
to the Lord Mayor and Aldermen (see page 344 of uie Historical Account), 
the number of patients was 10^U4, of which 3011 were in-patients. 
Supposing the in-patients alone to pay admission fees, which, however, 
is not stated, and that a third of them pay half-a-gninea, and the 
remainder three sbiliiogi and sixpence each, on their admiaalon, the 
following eetimate will give some idea of the sums which are annually 
extracted from " the poor tnisereble objects" (they are thns designated 
in the Official Account from wbich these statements are taken) who apply 
for relief at St. Thomas's Hospital. 
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Thus it appears that tlie" pour miserable objects" who become patient* 
uf St. Thomas's Hospital, contribute upwards of £800. per annum to the 
niuds uf Ibe Institution, and it is oat of funds thus augmented that the 
Governure of tliis Hospital grant money (if we are to believe the author 
of Ihe work above referred to) to build museums, anatomical theatres, 
and diasecting rooms. But, perhaps, the reader will say, these costly 
ediGcea contribute in someway or olhertotiie advantage of the patientsi 
Not one iota more than they do to any other class of Ihe community. — 
Then for what purpose do these anatomical theatres and dissecting rooms 
■erve? Solely to pnt money into the pockets uf the Icclurers, men, be 
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to Bay, a still moi-e objectionable regulation is described 
in page 225 of the Historical Account of St. Thomas's 
Hospital. We are there infonned, that " Hie patients are 
" examined in rooms appointed for that purpose, by the 
"physician or surgeon of the week, under whose care they 
" are to be placed, and if reported proper objects for relief, 
" they are requested to produce a respectable guarantee 
" for their removal when cured, or l/ieir burial if they 
" die in the hospital, or deposit the sum of one guinea to 
" defray the expeoBe of the latter, which deposit is returned 
" when they leave the hospital cured or relieved." We 
need not stop to advert to tlie reasonableness of requiring 
fees and securities from persons, who, to become qualified 
for admission into the hospital, must he " in low circum- 
" stances and destitute of friends ;" nor is it necessary to 
dwell upon the cheering and consolatory effect it must 
have on the mind of one bowed down by sickness and 
suffering, to be called on, as the first preliminary step to a 
cure, to give security for the expenses of his interment, in 
case he should die under the treatment of those into whose 
hands he is about to entrust his life! These reflections 
must occur to every one becoming acquainted with the 
above-mentioned regulations. It is however chiefly for the 
purpose of noticing an abuse which this practice gave rise 
to on the part of one of the inferior servants of the hospital, 
and which, for the credit of Imman nature, it is to be hoped 
no longer exists. It may be readily conceived, that the 
greater portion of those who apply for the benefit of this 
charity, are reaily and literally, as they declare oa the 
petition which they present, " in low circumstances and 
" destitute of friends.'' This regulation would obviously 
present au insuperable obstacle to the admission of numerous 
applicants. On such occasions, therefore, one of theporters 

it remembered, who either directly or indirectly are amply remoiierated 
for their profesribnal eerviccs lo the patienta. Id abort, Mr. Brookel, or 
Mr. Grainger, or the aviner of any other school of aoBtomj, might with 
equal justice claim assistance from the funds of St. Thomas's, or Guy's 
Hogpitals, for the piir|>ose of buildinji; or repairing the respective esta- 
bUahmeiits belonging to those gentlemen. 

Nott — [Since this pamphlet was Bent to Hie press we have been in- 
formed, that some of the fees above-mentioned have been dIacoDtimied : 
if this be the fact, it affords another proof of the salntsry effect* ef 
publicly in the removal of abuse. It cknnot, however, in the slightest 
degree Invalidate the anUnad versions made on the applicatioD, or rather 
mis-applicitioa, of the funds, as the fees in question were taken form — 
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mis-application, of the funds, as tbe fees in question were taken tor many j 

H 1 ^ears iStez the erection of tlie muieum, nnatomkal theatre, and dissect. J 

^^_ ing rooms, at St. Tbomaa's Hospital.] 1 
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"Ilia assistance t< 
any friendJess object who applied for admission, to becom* , 
the Beoarity for the e^ipence of the patient's interment, m ] 
case of his death. This oH'er was of course grHtefoIlSI' 
accepted. If the individual recovered, the generosity rf 
this good christian went unrequited : but if he died, then 
" virtue had its due reward;" for, while the spirit of the' 
poor sufferer " winged its way to Abraham's bosom," the- 
porter walked away with the body to the dissecting-room,' - 
and found himself a gainer of four guineas by each of thea*- 
acts of disinterested humanity. This honest traffic continued 
for some time, until itwasfound to interfere with the profits 
of the steward's office; into which, by an arrangement 
be tween that officerand the surgical professornfthebospital.O 
fee of three guineas and akalf kan for many years past 
been paid by the professors for every subject transferred 
from the dead-hovse of the hospital to the dissecting- 
room. The assertion that Wk, bodies of the deceased 
patients of the hospitals of this metropolis are bought and 
sold like thoMO of sheep and oxen in the shambles of a market, 
will appear hardly credible to many who read it. To those, 
therefore, who may be desirous of a confirmation of this 
fact, before they give credit to it, we beg to refer to J. K 
Green, Esq., one of the principal lecturers and professors 
ofsurgeryat St. Thomas and Guy's Hospitals, and should 
he feel any reluctance to open his mouth on this subject, 
as he probably would, Mrs. Millard has in her possession 
some documents wherein these facts are indisputably esta- 
blished by the written testimony of the above-named 
gentleman.* 

* Itwill, probably, bpastiud fram wlioiii did tliU le^inliilion emaniile f 
Ii it lanctioncd by the trcaenrer ? Is it known to f\\e. p>vcmorB7 To 
Siete euquirieB we are unable to return any answer ; we csn only vnui'li 
for tiiG trntli of Ihe-stateimints now made, and wliiijh we do, fnlly auM't 
•if ike rtspomiiMitf incaiTed, imiJ'uUij jirepared to meet it. . II' tiien tlie 
facti are as we have intimated, that a sum of money or security far tlic 
eKpenses of internieiit is exacted from tbo^e wlio " are in low drciim. 
stances and destitute tf frtemls whereby to obtain a cure," and their 
bodies after deatb ar« treated a« the property and aoid for the emulument 
if the Bteward ; not odiy la a detuiion inipoied on the pnblic, bnt a gross 



r, like a murderer's, ti> the aqraeona for dissecoon, and for having a 
Bwcfc/uBero; performed, asUtDsoelicasesinvariably dnne, to render the 
farcp complete- It will \m unnecessary to offer any remarks on these 
factt ; but we are persuaded^that tia one possessini; the common feelings 
of linmanity could fail, on becdmingacijuainled with them, to reprobate 
practises such ns are here described. 
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As llie conduct ol' one trustworthy gal e-kee pier of St. 
Thomas's Hospital has beeu mentioned, the reader will, we 
have no doubt, pardon us for relating an anecdote of another 
individual holding a similar situation, which while it cha- 
racterizes the man, will serve to shew what respectable and 
conscientious persons are sometimes to be found in the service 
of a charitable institution. About eight or nine years since an 
honest tar, after suffering a considerable time under the 
dropsy, died in the vicinity of St. Thomas's Hospital, in 
a public house of which his brother-in-law was the landlord. 
Among bis customers and acquaintances " mine host" 
reckoned Mr. Paterson, another of tlie porteis of St. 
Thomas's Hospital, and was, probably, initiated by liim 
into some of the secrets of iiis calling. However this may 
be, the poor sailor bad no sooner breathed his last, than the 
idea struck his affectionate relative that not only all the 
expense and painful ceremony of his brother-in-law's inter- 
ment might be avoided, but an honest penny gained by the 
simple expedient of selling his body to the surgeons. Through 
the kind assistance of Mr. Paterson, who took the manage- 
ment of the whole afi'air into his own hands, the sale was 
duly effected, and the nmrtal remains of " poor Jack" 
were transferred from the public house to the table of the 
dissecting-room of St. Thomas's Hospital, there to be cut 
up or boiled down, as occasion might require, for the edifi- 
cation of the students and the general advancement of 
medical science. So far, so good : all parties had reason 
to be satisfied; "mine host," instead of having to pay for 
the burial of bis departed relative, had "value received" for 
him ; the obliging Mr. Paterson had not only the pleasure 
of serving a friend, but, by " going snacks," had also the 
satisfaction of serving himself, and the surgeons had every 
reason to be satisfied with i/ieir bargain, Uie poor fellow's 
complaint having swollen him to a mons|rous size, the 
purchasers considered him ' 

" Wond'roDB cheap, 
And for the mane; — quite a lieap." 

But the shrewdest persons will unfortunately sometimes 
over-reach themselves ; and this had nearly been the case 
with mine host of the Ship and Shovel'^, and his worthy 
friend and coadjutor. Mister Paterson; nothing, indeed. 
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but tbe skSi and enterprise of tli« latter coald have res'ctiljj 
his respectable colleague from the embaras anient in whicfa 
be found himself placed. After tbe bargain and sale above 
mentioned of poor Jack's body, it was discovered thai a * 
certain sum of prize money was due to him, or his legal 
representatives, which, woeful to relate, could not be ■ 
obtained without producing a certificate of his burial. 
Here was a dilemma! What was to be done? Jack'k. 
remains had not been " put under hatches" in the customam 1 
way. His burial place was no other than the cauldrons m. J 
the anatomical theatre, where " his too solid flesh melteti^ I 
thawed, and resolved itself info dew." In this pressing I 
emergency the enterprising Mister Paterson again took the^ I 
field in order to serve his friend, and in some tvay or other ^ I 
contrived to get a blank certificate of burial from the . 
office of the steward of St. Thomas's Hospital. This waa . 
duly filled up by the united ingenuity of the party, wa$ 
presented and accepted at the government offices, the money 
was paid, and the difficulty thus surmounted by the bolcU -^ 
ness and dexterity of the incomparable Mister Paterson. ; 
Taking leave of Mister Paterson for the present it is time ^ 
for us to proceed in the sketch we were engaged in giving > 
of St. Thomas's Hospital considered as a schoolof medicine; J 
The reader has already formed an idea of the extensive t 
arrangements made for this purpose from the statement . 
that the theatre of anatomy is built to contain " with ease* . 
four hundred persons. The routine of a medical student's . 
education chiefly consists, so far as we can leam, iti , 
attending lectures which are given at the difl^e rent hospitals , 
by professors on anatomy, surgery, materia medica, < 
chemistry, botany, &c, &c. In walking the hospitals, that , 
is to say, in attending at all the important operation^ . 
performed there, and lastly, in dissecting subjects, as tbey ^ 
are called, (an elliptical expression we presume for His j 
Majesty's Subjects). In St. Thomas's Hospital the deaths , 
are between two and three hundred annually, (see the Report 
presented to the LordMayorin 1819). The greater portion , 
of these, we believe, are removed for interment by tJieir i 
friends : the remainder for the most part find their way 4 
into the anatomical theatre or tlie dissecting room : but as 
these are insufficient for the consumption of the students, ^ 
they are compelled to resort to the assistance of the' 
resurrection men, who, when they are satisfied with the 
terms ofiered them, put the burial grounds of the metropolis 
c 2 
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into requisition to supply their employers.* To St 
Thomas's Hospital and lo most others are attached threr 
practitioners of surgery, whoarecalledHospital Surgeons; 
each of these is entitled to have three apprentices, who, from 
the great advantages attached to the extensive field for 
practice to be found in a hospital, generally pay large 
premiums. These surgeons, like the other officers of the 
institution, are ostensibly chosen by the Governors, but, if 
we are not misinformed, generally owe their appointments 
to the influence of the treasurer. The physicians and 
the hospital surgeons, with their ^prentices and assistants, 
called Dresser s,-|- andtbe students, formthemedicalbody to 
whose care and treatment the patients in each hospital are 
entrusted. From among the former (i. e. the physicians and 
surgeons) the lecturers are appointed, who give two series 
of lectures in the course of the year, upon the various sub- 
jects constituting a complete course of medical education. 
The first course of lectures commences in January, and is 
called the spring course; the second begins in October, 
and is called the autumnal course ; every student attending 
these, pays five guineas for each course of lectures, and 
three guineas for admission into the dissecting room. A 
book is kept containing the names of the students, who, 
in rotation, pay for, and dissect all the subjects which are 
brought in; one subject being allotted to four students. 
Each student, on putting down his name for a subject, pays 
j61 : 2 j if the subjects however should cost more, the extra 
expense is borne by the lecturer, for the sake of retaining 
the pupils, by whom they make, it is said, iu some instances, 
from two to three thousand a year. After going through 
the routine of study, of which we have endeavoured to give 
our readers some notion, the student, we believe, it is 

* The medical profrasor* of almost all tlie hospitals in the mclropolia 
»re, we believe, obliged to have recoorse to tins mode of supplying their 
disaectlBg'rooiiis, exceptic^onl; those of tlie London Hospital, who, either 
froDi the SBiiillier nuinbec of students, or tlie greater mortality; anions 
(lie patients, liave always iiifficicDt for duseetioii, and can BoniFtiniea 
accommudate their leas fartunate colleiiKim of the other haxpltaFs. 

t The dreasor» are generally medical students, nho pay the linspital 
surgeons a. satn of inoney for the sltuatiou ; on accouat of the exten^uv- 
practice which it affords. ' The repreliensihle natnre of tliia regulatioi 
wfll exrily be conceived, when It is considered that (he office of dresser, 
or ustetBUt tnrgeon, instead uf being jiiven to those students who havB 
gvIdcuI superior talents in their profession, may be had by any person, 
kawertr incomiicttnl. who can pay tlie usual fee. This assertion, it should 
be observed, is not Rmnrfed on conjecture, Imt on facts which have aetonlly 
oucurred wltliiu tliese few years, and of which Uierc axe living w' 



^ geaendly. veU known, applies to the College of Surgeoju I 

^H for a ccrtiticate or licence to practice; wliieli, if upon 

^B examination lie is found duly qualified, is immediately 

^* granted; if however he is considered incompetent, th* 

certificate is refused, and he is not ectitled to apply again 

for it until he has attended a certain number ol lecture^ 

upon Anatomy, Surgery, Midwifery, Physiology, Materiti- 

Medica, &c. &c. 

Having communicaled to those readers who arc uncoiw 

nected with the medical profession (and for the inforniatioif 

of such alone, the preceding details are intended) somf 

idea of the various and unsuspected purposes to wliich St. 

Thomas's, among other Hospitals, is applied, we shaU 

proceed to introduce to their notice, the unfortunate subject 

of the following narrative. — The late William Millard foe 

many years held the situation of superintendaut of the 

theatre of anatomy, anatomical museum, and dissecting 

I'oom, to which he was appointed by the late Mr. Henrj^ 

Cline, son of the distinguished practitioner of that name ^ 

by these gentlemen Millard was well known, and highly 

esteemed for his conduct in a confidential situation, wuicif 

he had formerly held in the family of a relative of Iheu-'s^ 

The various duties which devolved upon Millard in tliis 

capacity it will be needless at present to enumerate. It 

will be sufficient for our present purpose to state, that onf^ 

of the most important was to receive the subjects whicl^ 

were brought by the resurrection-men, and to pay theu^ 

the stipulated price. Men whose employments or pursuit^ 

place them in a state of hostility with the laws of thei^ 

country, too often from tliat circumstance alone becou^^ 

demoralized; but when in addition to this they are tha | 

objects of popular odium tind execration, they are inducet]^ 

1^ to set at defiance two of the most powerfid checks upoq, 

^M vice and crime which can influence human conduct. 1^ 

^M would be difficult to point out a more striking illustratioo, 

^^ of this remark than that which b to be found in the cba- 

^H racter and conduct of resurreciion-men, for, in general, we 

^H believe, a more profligate or unprincipled set of fellows is; 

^H not to be found. It consequently required some skill, and- 

^H ' not a little firmness, to deal with a class so lawless ana 

^H daring as these men usually are. The plan which Millar^ 

^B adopted for this purpose reflected much credit on hia judg- 

^B ment, as it is one that kas seldom been found to fail with, 

^V men under any circumstances when properly applied, a 
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Oa any occasion when engaged in tlie service of tlie inecticid 
][)ri)fessora of St. Thomas's Hospital, tliey " got into 
trouble," or were laid hold of by the clutches of the law, 
Millard spared neither pains nor expense to extricate them. 
If, on the otlier band, they -were guilty of any violence or 
outrage, he was not less zealous and determined in bringing 
them to punishment ; were they extortionate in their de- 

• niands, he was equally successful in baffling them, as we 

shall hereafter sec, and in thus protecting the interests of 
the students and of the medical professors, on whose behalf 
he acted. 

With respect to the general question, as to the mode 
of procuring dead bodies for dissection, it will be scarcely 
necessary for us to trouble the reader with many remarks, 
as the subject has not long since been warmly discussed. 
Although it appears to us that all the disputants have done, 
is to leave the question, as is too often the case, in nearly 
the same state as they found it. On the one hand it is said, 
and said truly, that without dissection thp medical art, an 
art of all others the most valuable and indispensible, must 
be seriously injured, if not totally destroyed. On the other 
hand, it is scarcely possible to overcome the repugnance 
whicbis almost universally entertained towards thispractice : 
neither can we bring ourselves to blame such a prejudice, 
if prejudice it be, which has its origin in so pure, so hallowed 
a motive, as that of affecti(m for a departed relative. Who, 
may we ask, even among the practitioners of medicine, does 
not shudder at the mere contemplation, that the remains of 
all which was dear to him, of a beloved parent, wife, sister, 
or daughter, may be exposed to the rude gaze and perhaps 
to the INDECENT JESTS of unfeeUng men,* and afterwards 

the mutilated and dismembered in the presence of hundreds 
of spectators. For our own parts, we may be allowed to 
state, that we know some who entertain not the sligh est 
objection to the dissection of their own persons after death ; 
but who, however, cannot contemplate the case we have 
just supposed, without feeling the utmost horror and 
indignation. Under these circumstances, there is only one 
plan which we conceive at all likely to diminish the aversion 
which the public at present entertain to this practice, and 
we are far from being confident of its success, although we, 
• We should observe that this U not mere surmiBe. It U impossible 

k to bemore explicit: vemiist,thGretare, content oarselveswitb remarking 
wltb teferencc to such oocnrrenceti, that what has happened heretofore I 

may, and in all probability will, )ia]»pen again. I 
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selves buiiiid to advert to 



Tlie plai 



allude to is, lliat all professors of medicine, at least, all 
those who make dissection part of their proressional educa- 
tion should bequeath their own bodies alter death, and 
those of all their friends and relatives over whom they 
have any control, to be dissected for the improvement of 
science and the general good of mankind.* What, we would 
ask, could be better calculated to reconcile the public 
to die necessity of dissection, than tlie announcement ol 
Lady Cooper's death (which, at present, may heaven avert, 
as we are informed she is a very amiable woman), and that, 
notwithstanding Sir Astley felt inconsolable for her loss, yet, 
with the liberality and love of science for which he was tlistiii- ' 
guished, he bad given orders for tlie immediate removal of 
her remains to the theatre of anatomy, at St. Thomas's or 
Guy's Hospital, where he intended to demonstrate and 
lecture upon them forthwith. Or that Mr, Abernethy had 
espired after a short illness, and that, anxious to benefit 
science after death as much as when living, he had bequeathed 
bis body for dissection to the students of St. Earth ulemew's 
Hospital; his skeleton to the anatomical museum at St. 
Thomas's, and the occasional use of his skull to the Phreno- 
logical Society. If any thing could ever overcome the 
aversion of the public to dissection, it would be acts aa 
liberal and disinterested as these. 

Subjects, it appears, are liable to vicissitudes in price, 
like all other commodities, according to the greater or less 
facilities in obtaining them, and the greater or less demand 
for them in the market. The price was formerly three 
guineas for an adull, and no " body" which had not attained 
the length of three feet was entitled to this appellation. 
Mr. Papps, the celebrated German dwarf, whose altitude 

■ How far the prafeBiiors of medicine would be inclined to accede to 
tht» recnmmeiidalion may be conjectured from the following oecnrtenee, 
— About four years a^o, Uollis, ene of the most noted of the resurrection 
men, brought to the dissecting room of St. Thomas's Hospital, among the 
other ipoils of a vnnit at the west-end of the inelr(i[)niiit, the body of a 
femiilediild,aboutsixor«eten years oid,whichhad fallen a vicdmlothat 
formidable malady the scrofula. This body, from the ravages which the 
dlSGBsc had made on it, was easily distinguishable from any other, and 
one of the students, on entering the dissecUn^i-room, instantly recognised 
it as liis sister's child ! His leellngs may be easily imagined: instead, 
however, of pliilosophically consignini; itie remains of the poor little 
sufferer to the dissecting- knife, he addressed an indignant remonstrance 
to the professor under whom he was studying, (iVIr. Oreen) who wu 
qiiilc content to pacify the student and hush the matter up, by ordering 
the body to he interred in the burying t'ronnd of the hospital. 
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tVEis 33 indies only, had he liveil even lo the age of 
Methuselah, would never,we believe, have been considered an 
adult, according to the laws of the dissecling room. The 
price subsequently was increased to four guineas, and at last 
Messrs. Crouch and Butler, the leaders of the gallant band, 
who were purveyors of anatomies to St. Thomas's Hospital, 
attempted to raise the price to six guineas. In consequence 
of the students' refusal to give this sum, the resurrection 
men kept them without sul^ects for three months, or, as 
the technical phrase is among^st them, endeavoured to starve 
the students out. In this attempt the knights of the pick- 
axe and shovel would probably have succeeded, but that the 
horrors oi' famine were in some measure alleviated, during 
this critical period, by an occasional " windfall" from the 
hospital, and were finally terminated by Millard, who waa 
never wanting in zeal when the interests of the students 
were at stake, procuring a supply from some other 
quarters. The discovery of this drove the resurrection- 
men to desperation. In consequence, they one day broke 
into the dissecting room during Millard's absence, mangled 
the subjects lying there, menaced the students with their 
knives, and left, threatening vengeance against Millard 
and his employers. For this outrage they were prosecuted 
by tlie heads of the hospital. The result was, that when 
the parties were about to be put on their trial a compromise 
took place, by the prosecutions being withdrawn, on tlie 
two offenders entering into recognizances for their good 
behaviour for a certain number of years. The reason for 
this leniency on the part of the hospital may easily be 
conceived by those who are aware of the alarm felt by 
the medical professors, if there be any danger of their 
dealings with these men being made known to the public. 
The effect of the arrangements which thus took place was 
to prevent these individuals resuming their profitable 
pursuits. Crouch, who now resides in the neighbourhood 
of the Kent Road; retired with an easy competence, the 
fruits of his enterprise and industry, uid has s nice directed 
his talents to a less hazardous and equally lucrative 
Accupalion, that of a dealer in human feeth. His 
coadjutor, Butler, entered upon some speculations of a 
still more dangerous nature than tliose he had relinquished, 
and which in all probabihty would have converted him 
into,a,attbjppt&r„ihi8 old ^JSplojEPfSj .b>it % ,tj»« fri^SsSj 
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inter&Eenee of Sir Astley with the higher puwers.* WhRn 
these worthies had thus heen coinpellect to retire from 
business, a man of the name of Murphy, who resides in 
St, Thomas's Tents, hecame, and we believe still la, the 
leader of the band of desperadoes who disturb the dead for 
the benefit of the living. This man, who, when he first entered 
the service oithe professors of St, Thomas's Hospital, had 
a fragment of linen dangling from his smallclothes, has 
lately been advertising for land to invest his money ! ! It 
is said he has his eye at present upon a park and 
mansion in the neighbourhood of his friend Sir A. Cooper's 
estate. He can, besides, and frequently does, indulge in 
the two-fold luxury, of getting thnrouglily drunk and thrash- 
ing his wife, to his if not to her heart's content. An idea 
of bis character may be formed from the Ibllowing fact, for 
which he himself is the authority: Mr. Abernethy having 
occasion for a certain number nf subjects, agreed to 
purchase them of this fellow at a stipulated price ; before 
fulfilling his agreement, however. Murphy demanded the 
sum of fifty pounds, as a bonus, beyond the sum agreed to 
be paid for each subject. This sum was accordingly paid 
him ; and from that time to the present Mr. Abernethy 
has received neither his subjects nor his money .-j- 

• This Kentleman (ftUrter Butler) is now wholesale pnrveyor of mb- 
jcctt to tbc Webbe-street School : theie Ac impotUfrom Irelnad; where, 
imder the Biiti-cathoUc policy of Lords Ijverpooi and EUdoo, tamiue and 
miiery reign triuDiphant, and death revels' to latieCy. The price of a 
dead anbjert in London U from six to seven Euineas ; in Dublin from half 
a troBB la half a gtiinen (ace the newspapers, Annast last). Are there 
not in these facts new data for the political econoiniat I and do they not 
speak volumes ai totlie actual and comparative state of the two countries F 

t That like his friend and present employer, Sir Astley, Murphy cannol: 
bear a rival near the throne, the followioK anecdote will testify : — Last 
year Mr. Green found the einence of paying the resurrection -men to 
heavy, that he declined furnishing the stiideiitswith subjects for dissection, 
and iDtimaled to them that they maitltakenieasnreH to sapply tliemsclvca, 
Accordingly a committee of tiie seniors was formed for this purpose, and 
a fund provided, by each student being required to aiibscribe one gainea, 
ThisarrangementviBaootobjccted toby the juniorsjhut the senior students' 
who had paid Mr. Green for what is tormeila perpetual course. Including 
diuectinna, were not altogether content with their lecturer's conduct. 
Tbe committee, however, commenced its operations by applying to Murphy, 
who treated their overtures with anpreme conternpt. They were therefore 
compelled to become their own purveyors, and tor this purpose entered 
into negociations with the viatclunen and gravedigEcrs of that vast store- 
bouse for the medical profession, the Betlinal Green bury lug- aroDUd. From 
these worthies they obtuned one or two subjecta, for which they were 
made to pay enormously. In pursuit of their honourable vocation, a 
deputation of the students' comndttec was in the habitof attending the 
burial-gronnd abovementioned, to watch and ascertain what intermcuti 



With this man, Mr. Green, one ol'the hospital sui^onS 
of St. Thomas's, and until the recent separation, coadjutor 
of Sir Astley Cooper at that hospital, contracted for a 
certain number of subjects. In pursuance of this agree- 
ment, Marphy brought to the dissecting room of St, 
Thomas's two bodies, one of which Millard refused to 
receive from the state it was in (it was the corpse of an 
unfortunate child, which had been killed by the wheel of a 
coach or waggon passing over its head). Murphy would 
not leave one without the other, and consequently took 
both of them away with him. The next day Murphy 
acquainted Mr. Green with the circumstance, stating, that 
he had brought two subjects, which Millard had refused to 
receive : and in order to be more effectually revenged on 
Millard for his noncompliance, he added that there was no 
doubt Millard was in the interest of Mr. Grainger : an 
intimation which he knew of all others was the best 
calculated to excite the suspicion and to alarm the fears of 
Mr. Green. As we shall have occasion to advert again, 
more than once, to this gentleman (Mr, Grainger), we shall 
not apologize to our readers for giving some explanation 
respecting him ; the more especially as it will fend to place 
the character of Sir Astley Cooper in a light in which it 
has not hitherto been generally viewed. Mr, Grainger was 
one of the students or pupils at St. Thomas's Hospital, but 
his application and his talents were such, that in a compa- 
ratively short time, from a student he became qualified to 
become the instructor of his fellow pupils, and in this 
capacity he was accustomed, occasionally, to demonstrate to 
them in the hospital ; besides these services which he thus 
rendered them, he was sometimes in the habit of, what is 
professionally termed grinding the students: that is to 
say, of preparing those whose talents or whose industry wore 
inferior to his own, for the ordeal of the examination they 
had to undergo previously to obtaining their certificate. 
About this time Sir Astley Cooper proposed that dissection 



! time to tbi: watchmeD, the latter, wlu> 

by Murphy, iosisted on rec^iin); [rata 

andi tliis sum tlic students, with reluct' 

liaiering about the burial-grouDd in 



took place. On applying 
had bGcngchooled for the 
the students ten guineas be/a 

ance, paid. Whilst tliey w. . . „ 

anxloas expectation arrcceiviitg the promised booty, Muiphy'. _ 
"snatched'* the bodlei nhich bad been dUinteiTed that day, and this king 
of the resurrection-men then went to make merry with the faithful gnar- 
dianaorthe dead, atthe expense of those nhon they had thus duped. And 
thus ended the attempt of the students of St.Tbomas'jHospital tobecome 
their r~" "•■""-'•"""■""" 
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should be performed not only in the winter but during tEie 
summer, alleginjE; as a reason, that what the students gained 
duriB^ tbe former period they lost in the latter. To this, 
however, Mr. Henry Cline objected, ou the ground that 
the students required the summer vacation for the purpose 
of recruiting their health. Whilst this project -was in 
couteiriplation, Mr. Grainger oifered his services as 
demonslrator, incase summer dissections should be adopted. 
To which Sir Astley Cooper replied, that such an appoint- 
ment could only be given to one who was a hospital 
apprentice, or in other words, to one who had paid him or 
his colleagues five hundred or a thousand guineas for that 
and a few other privileges. Mr. Grainger was therefore J 
urged by his friends to open a private dissecting room, aqd [ 
to give lectures, as Sir Astley had rejected his oflaif I 
He accordingly engaged a room in St. Saviour's Church- 
yard, which was immediately attended by a great number 
of students. This circumstance, of course, did not escapie 
the notice of Sir Astley and bis colleagues at the hospitid:; 
and the feelings mth which thgy viewed it may be 
conjectured from the steps which, in consequence, they 
immediately took. Shortly after Mr. Grainger had com- 
menced bis undertaking. Sir A. Cooper sent for Millard, 
and after conversing some time with bim on the subject, 
concluded by saying, " Now, Millard, we must not allow 
this ; we must depose this man : if he takes our students in 
the summer he will take them in tlie winter. Can't you 
find a place to build a room for summer dissections?" 
Mitiard mentioned a piece of ground adapted for the 
purpose, at the back of his residence, near St. Thomas's 
Hospital. Sir Astley desired that the place might be built 
immediately. In obedience to this direction it was forthwith 
erected, without any further agreement, at an expense of 
upwards of ^300 to Mr. Millard. Here Mr. Morgan (sob 
of the well known calculator), Mr. Key {a relative by 
marriage of Sir Astley Cooper), and Mr. Egerton, all 
hospital apprentices of Sir Astley Cooper, attended, with 
several others, and performed dissections. At the end 
of the first summer, Millard could obtain neither rent 
nor any other remuneration for the use of his premises, 
he therefore refused to admit them. When they found 
that his patience was exhausted, and that he would no 
longer submit to be imposed on, an arrangement was 
entered into, by which Mr. Morgan took a lease, exacting, 
n 2 





however, very rigorous cooditious. Alter beuig iDfonned 
of the abovemendoiml facts, tbenader viOBotbc^Dpriscd 
to team, that Mr. Morgan has since endeatronvd to erade 
Um payment of the trifling snm which be stifiolated to fwj 
as rent for th«s« premises, and has rendered it aecessaiy 
to institute legal proceedii^^ agunst him for tlte recnvery 
of it.* 



fna MBC of the prgfenon of St. IVwMi^ HofiMl, noe ber kBkMTa 
ifa^ «i^le fact, »tjcfc»citoa rafale, wi«M be ■■aiar^ OacaT 
Dte Huncal "^«m« U St. Tti»«r'» Hw^itd, ooKd €«&;, eamt to 
Hi»Mabf< itBfiw,lh«hebadn(«in4lhepeiiw-teariir.H«n« 
tDMc*e|n^Msattbel«tkanin.]fillu^*i«>UeM«, ai* wUckHr. 
M.-a«lhe M PMit,fcrihep M f» »J «f H ii rrli ii Mr. C«Bt atnfA^A'. 
lufBi fi mil If iiljiin. ■iliBiliiMiiinfiiMiiimniMiiiiiiiiBJlj 
Tk Iwt irfwcto he bn^t mre br M^ W ■ MB Md a (^ ; ^ler 
birwjL«iHliJThi»riii»niiftiliw,hi |Ibi i i ■ infliiil »■ 111 Jim, 
—i ft— Art ■— tM —a Ike vnKM has Bemboa ■eaithepkea. 
Jhenmamn€At»t baAts, uit «aibeeMilTGaK«Tc4, ■ 

" ;)ln. ViB«ii*csl«>ewMMi«nedl*Hr.O*T 
- -!, b;«hich AelmlAM4&cKr(9«rh«r fana*, 
„ Ka»,weie e BJi ,tr ta. Totti» mw ct>lr.C»tfy 
riii iH Ml ifit'T-rf rffigMia The hM wcalhei CMaMWcd, ud the 
^ ■■■■ ' ia g efciMl ■■i J' JayereJbtw^M^telto.muri—J 

— . TheraMJawMAahncftiify^rMaraihaJbcfleftby 




ctoMr.Cal^Bhcaei ihc a^ her ^riij wen f AiatJM 
■ot. AUbt fJ»ri aaAepCTtat1ialeftictiafa«a«ptpftMe— Me«<«r 
tn«nlM«h<, Mn-WOaialiemgArrrrtBei •> Mr. Cob* taem 
a(4EnfWlh»' JT—raL 



K legal ptveeedi^ azuaK N . , 

w la Oe fmvAa; P*^> t^ nadci will doaMlesc be flea^ Id kun, 
&Bl aan Ob oanalire vat pnpved ftr the pnss, Mr. Uar^aa haa 
beea Bf p tH tJ la adBowie^ the jaMkr tf Hn. MiBanl'* cWb, hv 
pajiag Ui vt*Jc «B«au •/ <iM c^ t»tu, a f(» dajs aa^ befoM 
(he caaie wntfd have vimul oa li>< tiiaL Thu was aat ioar. hawim.!. 
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■ eaartrfja td ee ftaai Mi». llilbiiJ'tjaaifMiJ. Tagpeaa 
■4ea af *e ialxmtiaa mmt k>a«ei7 W iUa mai^ it sill be Bei-*- 
n i iijta iTto weafi na. AathiefaM nwted the tlaimwpam Aefiw 

Am be b«d BTTCa «p the aic Wb< ii lapiliiiii of the pii^i i bkt* 

not he ■est dedarcd t* hit *■■ attancs, UNI he 
tteiecrted Ike deed aaAn- which he ha> ben nMftteJtiaaw 
■ deaaa4ea «r bia ! Afffin, wVa the actMN wai KUle< he 
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The laudable attempt on the part of Sir Astley Cooper 
and his colleagues to crush a young man of talent, in the 
person of Mr. Grainger, the reader wiD be pleased to heafj 
entirely failed. He continued to lecture, with great success^ 
for three years, at the place we mentioned, until he removed, 
in 1821, to a theatre of anatomy in Webbe-street, of whicb 
he was the launder, and which has since become one of 
the most popular and distinguished schools of medicine in 
the metropolis. This higli]y.^;ifted young man died about 
two years since, and is supposed to have fallen a sacrifice 
to his love of science and his too ardent attention to his 
professional pursuits.* From the above statement it may 
be easily inferred, that an imputation of being in any the 
remotest degree favourable to Mr. Grainger, would, in the 
eyes of the professors of St. Thomas's, be the greatest 
crime wliich could be laid to the charge of any one in their 
employment. This charge, it will be almost needless to 
observe, with respect to Millard, was utterly destitute of 
foundation ; and although Mr. Gr een ne ver took the trouble 
to investigate it, there is every^lB^ *» believe that it 
had its intended effect on his mind, ^ome time previous 
to this, another occurrence took place, which, as it is illus- 
trative of Millard's character, and will, in some measure, 
account for the subsequent treatment he received, it may 
not be improper to mention. During the contest between 
Sir Robert Wilson and Mr. Barclay for the representatioa 
of Southwark, in parliament, Mr. NlLsh, the steward of 
the hospital, applied to Millard, for his vote, in favour of 
Mr. Barclay. Millard informed him, that Sir Robert 
Wilson had kis good wishes, and, after some hirther coii4- 
versation, the steward intimated that bis voting for any 
one but Mr. Barclay would be highly offensive to the 
treasurer. The reader, we believe, is aware that tha 

the attorney wfau has poB«.ieggion of Mn. Millard's ha^e (through meanf 
wlii:h will be. explained in the rollowing pages), and with a ^[ew of 
distresBing Mrs. Millard, he has hisUted upon the very deed being giveil 
np to him ; the existence of which he bud but a few days before deniedl 
Such ia n spcciroen of the principles and conduct of this ornament t« 
Guy's Hospital and to the medical praf^uion. 

* In paying this tribute of respect to tbe talents of tlie late Mr^ 
Grainger, it is bnt f^r to observe, that Mm. Millard is actuated by no 
other motive bat a sense of justice : since she never rec^ved the smalleaf 
aid from that gentleman i nor is she under the slightest obllgHtion to hw 
brother and snccesaor, Oie present lecturer at the Webbe-street School * 
f i unless it be for allowing hie assistant, Apptetnn, to circulate 
It Hlltrlg dtstituU ■/ Until : namely, that Mrs. Millard haa 
received pecuniary assistance from his master. 





L 



22 

treasurer, for ttte time beUig of the bospiiAl. is *' sole 
" nonarcb of all be surveys;" he saith oato one do this, 
and be doetb it ; u»EO anoUter. go. and he goetli ; aad to a 
third come, aad he cometh. In votia^, therefore, for Sir 
Robert Wilson, as he sabsequeatly did, in <lespite of the 
treasurer's wishes. Millard committed an overt act of 
rebellion afiainst the authority of the former, which, as we 
shall find, was neither forgotten nor foi^ven. Indeed, this 
independuice of mind, of which the above is a specimen, 
was tlie besetting sin of poor Millard's character. Contented 
with a faithfnl and zealous discharge of bis duties, and with 
the esteem and approbation of the students ot the hospital 
where he was employed, and of an extensive circle of 
respectable acquaintance, he always neglected, and, pro- 
bably, despised the recipe for rising in the worh!. so strongly 
recommended by Sir Pertinai Macsycopbant. This natorally 
rendered him obnoxious to many of the underlings of St. 
Thomas's Hospital, both because it formed a painful contrast 
to their own conduct , and fa ecaaae Millard never cared to pay 
them that tribute o^|H||^which is sograteful to base minds, 
and which, from long habit, they are accnstomed to look 
npon as their right- Amongst these individuals the apolhe- 
carr of the hospital distinguished himself for the enmity 
which he invariably manifested towards Millard. During 
the winter of 1831, Millard's health began to sink under 
the effects of a constant attendance on the dissecting room, 
and he experienced a most severe attack of illness. On 
recovering from his indisposition, he received an invitation 
from Sir Astley Cooper, to go down to his estate at 
Ohevrenil to recruit his health, of which, however, he did not 
avail himself. He continued in a state of debility, and was 
on th« point of proceeding to the sea side (by the urgent 
recommendation of the respectable gentleman who was the 
medical attendant of his family*) in the summer of 1822, 
tt^hen the storm, which had been gathering about him for 
some time past, at length burst, and, after thirteen years 
faithftil services, he received an intimation from Mr. Green 
that his assistance would be no longer required at the 
hospital. When Millard waited on Mr. Green to settle 
his accounts, he took occasion to observe, that the manner 
of his discharge was rather extraordinary, and he wished to 
be informed whether it was in consequence of any dissalis- 

' ' ■ - M». Kent. 
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faction tie Eiad given. Mr. Green replied, certiiinly tiot> but 
that Millard's removal was the result of some new arrange- 
ments they were about to make in the hospital, and that to 
convince Millard that the^ were sincere in this assurance, 
they were ready, at any ftiture period, to furnish him with 
testiniunitds of good conduct, in case he should desire tbem. 
Shortly after leaving the hospital, Mdlard, being greatly 
esteemed by the stndents, was jeconimeuded by several of 
them to open a tavern for the accomodation of the medical 
gentlemen who attended the hospitals, The change of 
occupation, from a superintendant of a dissectijig-roum to a 
" purveyor of victual," will appear rather singular to many 
persons, but as medical gentlemen are never cliargeable wita 
extreme fastidousness, it would seem that no objection was 
ever raised by them on this point. Millard therefore opened 
an establishment of tbis description, which at the outset. 
was warmly patronised by most of the leading men of 
St. Thomas's Hospital, including Mr. Green, Mr. Key, 
Mr. South, Mr. Bell the dentist , and many others. But 
there are few occupations except IBafttf a sinecuriat, whiek 
do not require some previous acquaintance to be able t<^ 
practice them with any prospect of success ; and poor' 
Millaru having no knowledge of the details of this business, 
was, in tite course of a few months obliged to relinquish it 
at a loss of upwards of ^00. ^ 

After this misfortune, Millard having a large family 
looking up to Iiim for protection and support, determined 
to solicit Sir Astley Cooper, who had always expressed i^ 
high opinion of Millard's zeal and integrity whilst in the 
service of the Hospital, to obtain some appointment for 
him. He accordingly spoke to Mr. Bransby Cooper, wJm>| 
applied to his uncle, and Sir As tloy immediately promised 
to exert hia interest on Millard's behalf. The last tinie| 
Millard waited on Sir Astley Cooper, this promise wa*, 
repeated in the following leruis '"' Now, my old boy, L 
shall be able to do someUiing for you very soon, when T[ 
say soon, T mean three weeks or a month perhaps: we 
ha?e a patient in the custom hou.se through whose interest 
I expect to get you a. good situation." K-om that pcj-ioj^ 
however poM Millard never after heard either of patient, 
custom-house, or situation. These losses and disappoint- 
ments compelled Millard, although his health continued ia 
a very precarious state, to engage himself tvilh Mr. 
Grainger in a similar capucity to that in which he acted ' 
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wlien at SLThomas's Hospital.* Wliiist in Ihe latter situa- 
tion, and also when in the service of Mr. Grainger, Millard 
always found the London Hospital one of the most prolific 
sources to obtain subjects. In the spring of 1820 the pro- 
feasnra at St. Thomas's were reduced nearly to a stale of 
starvation: their own patients obstinately refused to die, 
and the reaurrection-men had broken out into open rebellion. 
A note was therefore sent t^ the I^ondon Hospital, of which 
the following is a copy. 

"St. Thomas's Hospital, 
" iatMay, 1820. 

" Dear Sir, 

" Mr. Cooper and myself have been 
repeatetlly obliged to you for subjects ; will you confer 
another obligation by assisting us in our present distress. 

■ " I remain. Dear Sir, 

"ToE. C.Headinctoh, Esq. " Your's truly, 

" BroartSt. " HENRY CLINE, JUN. 

Mr. HeadingtoQ jjio.is not less distinguished for bis 
talents than for his politeness and liberality, of course paid 
immediate attention to this request, and sent back a plen- 
tiful supply to his distressed brethren. Shortly after, we 
believe, Millard had the pleasure of making a suitable 
acknowledgement to Mr. Headjngton for bis kindness, 
by returning the favour. Cobley, the dia see ting-room man 
at the London Hospital, came to St. Thomas's from Mr. 
Headington, with Lis compliments, requesting a young 
subject for the blood vessels, and said, we will either 
pay what it costs you, or give you an adult in return. 
Millard took the trouble of procuring a subject such as 
Mr. Headington desired, and received from him the sum of 
six guineas, being what Millard had paid for it. Subse- 
quently when Millard obtained an adult from the London 
Hospital he carried the price, i. e. six guineas, to Mr. 
Headington in pursuance of the principle laid down by the 
latter ; but as Mr. Headington makes, we believe, two or 

* Tosbeir the magnanimity of Si r Aetley Cooper, and the noble feelings 
by whicli he was actuated towards a young rival profeesor, it wiJl be 
nnfficieat to mention here, that shortly after Millard entered Into the 
service of Mr, Ondnger he (Hillard) was cautioned by one of the police 
of the district, In whivh he resided, to be on bis guard, as tbcv bad 
received infonnation from a certain high igiiarter, that Millard was ■□ the 
habit of accompanying Mr. Gralniter, for the purpose of procuring 
^^ subjects, and that orders had been given [to tlie police, to apprehend 

^^M both Millard and Mr. Grainger if possible, while thus engaged. i U 
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three 4hoU!taiHl a year by his practice, lie felt averse to 
receive the money, and desired Millard to give it to the 
meu in the Hospital, that is to say, to Hurst, the surgeon's 
beadle, and the before- mentioned dissecting-room man; 
observing at the same time, that he did not intend to turn 
resurrection man. Millard replied. " Then, Sir, either you, 
or I, must turn resurrection man, if Ihe price demanded 
for subjects continues so exorbitant." We believe, we have 
already apprized our readers, that the dissecting room of 
the London Hospital is ejitirely supplied by subjects, which " 
have been their own patients: and that every facility may 
be afforded for this purpose, the dissecting room has a door 
opening into the burial ground of the Institution, wheret 
those who have died in the Hospital are sometimes interred . 
for the sake of appearances, and whence they may be easilj^ , 
transferred to the dissecting room, as occasion may required 
During the winter, the professors of the London Hospital 
keep all who die, under their care, for home consumption / 
in the summer they have enough and some to spare ; with 
which, as we have already staled, they accommodate their 
less fortunate brother professors. It must not be imagined 
however, that the students of the London Hospital revel in 
tliis abundance gratis. On the contrary, they pay their 
respectable purveyors. Hurst, the surgeon's beadle; and 
Cobley, the dissecting-room man before mentioned, the 
sum of six guineas, for each deceased patient, which they, 
reaurrectionize. This, we believe, is the average price m_ 
that quarter of the metropolis, for a " good subject," 
whether it be consumed in the aforesaid Hospital, or dis- 
posed of out of it. These little perquisites, forma source ■ 
of no inconsiderable profit to (his respectable pair; when 
they can meet with a ready sale for their perishable , 
commodities. But that like all other speculators, and ^ 
wholesale dealers, they are occasionally overstocked, will ^ 
appear, by a note, of which the following is a copy. 

" Whiicchapel Road. 
" DEAR SIR, 

" I have taken the liberty of sending yoir'1 
this note, to inform you, we have a very fine subject uiat ^ 
will be done* to morrow if you are in want of one, I think ' 



;y intended to dispatch him on (he following day. 
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it will suit you. Will you Lave the goodness to send word 
in the course of lo-morrow (Wednesday). I need not add, 
that those fellows' are very desperate of late, but we must 
(out) manoeuvre them if you have it. 

" Mr. MLUard, " Your'S, truly, 

" June 2Srd. 10 o'clock. "J, W. COB LEY." 
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" SIR, 

" I am requested by Sir. Hurst to inform 
you, we have a very fine tnale subject, which you can 
have, if you think proper to give the price ; the abdomen 
tiad chest have been opened, consequently, the price will 
be three guineas, and not less ; will you, therefore, send word . 

by bearer or post, whether it will suit you. J 

" Mr. Millard. Neither signature nor date.'^ '* I 

It appears however that these two worthies. Hurst and 
Cobley, had a rival in Samuel Hicks, otherwise, Sam the 
barber, who is one of the porters and shaver to the hospital, 
or rather to its unfortunate inmates, and who, in conse- 
quence of not beiiJ^ aDowed to " go snacks'* with the before 
mentioned personages, was in the habit of favouring the 
depredations of those contrabandists, the resurrection men, 
by giving them timely notice of a patient's departure to the 
other world, and of his interment, when he was interred,X 
by lending them sacks and shovels occasionally, and by 
leaving open the gates of the hospital for their mope con- 
venient ingress and egress, during their nocturnal opera- 
tions. This competition and rivalry gave rise, as might be 
expected, to much manoeuvreing and generalship, to mining 
and countermining, in which a dexterity and knavery were 
sometimes exhibitedj such as would have extorted applause 
even from a French courtier of the old regime. 

In the summer of 1823, whilst Millard was in the service 
of Mr. Grainger, he saw Hurst, who informed him that 
they (the officers of the London Hospital) were about to 
bury two subjects, one of which had been so much man- 
gled by the students, as to be of no value, as a subject for 
dissection ; and the other, on the contrary, waa a very 



t The original lettere, of wbich the above are copiea, are ii( 
Millard's posscBsion. 

) Which, as wc have intimiited', was nor always the case. 
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desirable one. He added, that as aome uf Sam'a Iriends, 
tile resurrectiun men, were on llie look out, he should bury 
the perfect subject tirst, and place the mutilated one over 
it; that Sam's protegees, "fierceas ten furies," would, in all 
probability, seize on the Urst, and hurry ofT witli it, without 
being aware of the state it was in, and would thus leave him 
the other, as a reward forbis ingenuity, which he, of course 
would take care to remove before they could discover their 
mistake. We do not know what our readers will think uf 
this plan, but we must candidly confess, that we considered 
it incomparably clever when it was narrated to us, and are 
convinced, that if Cardinal Richlieu, or Marshall Turenoe 
had tilled the situation of surgeon's beadle instead of Mister 
Hurst, having Sam the barber as a rival, they could not 
have hit upon a happier device. We have only to add 
that the statesmeu-li&e plans of the surgeon's beadle were 
completely triumphant, and that Sam the barber and his 
lawless band were " bamboozled and baffled." 

As the London Hospital, or rather the officers and 
managers of that establishment perform a conspicuous 
part in the occurrences we are now about to relate, it may 
not be unnecessary to communicate to our readers a few 
particulars respecting it. 

In the first place we should mention that this institution 
is situated in the Whitechapel Road, and that it has been 
established about 70 years. It depends for support, we 
believe, entirely upon voluntary contributions, and, like 
other institutions of the same kind, is of extensive utility. 
its afi'airs are controlled by a committee of tlie governors, 
who meet weekly, and its immediate^ management, if we are 
not misinformed, is entrusted to the Rev. Mr. Yaleutine, 
who is at once chaplain and resident governor. Of this 
gentleman we will only observe, that he is a strenuous 
advocate for the rights of the church, and the strict ob- 
servance of decency, seldom permitting a deceased patient 
to be dissected J/efore burial, as such a practice would 
obviously tend to diminisb the fees for interment. This 
hospital reckons among its medical attendants some of the 
most eminent members of the profession, including Sir 
William Blizard, Mr. Headington, and Mi'. Andrews. That 
this estabUshment is as much applied to the purposes of 
medical education, or in other words, is as much a school 
of anatomy as other hospitals, the reader has without doubt 

I aire ady collected from the preceding details. We need i 
: J 
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not advert to tfie other distitiguislied personages beioiigmg 
to tbis hospital, except to acknowledge th6 great servicea 
which they, that ia to say, Mister Hurst, the redoubted 
Sam, the barber, their deputy and colleagues, Mr. Cobley, 
before mentioned, and Mister Ruddle, have tendered to the 
medical profession at large, by the plentiful supply of 
subjects, which, with a trifling emolument to themselves, 
they have furnished all those who applied for them. It 
should, however, be clearly understood that the surgeons 
of this establishment very rarely disturb the dead them- 
selves after they have once been committed to the grave, 
excepting on some especial and very tempting occasion : — 
thus. Sir William Blizard once gave orders to the porters 
of the College of Surgeons to proceed to the burial ground 
of the London Hospital, and to " raise " a body for the 
purpose of securing the skeleton ; but the body was that of 
a Zealander, and was curiouslv tattooed : what professor 
of eminence then, we would ask, could have withstood the 
temptation of possessing such a rata avis ? It was well, 
however, Sir William Blizard did not personally superintend 
the process of disinterment, for had the patients surprised 
him at such an employment, he would doubtless have been 
seized, hurried oflF to a magistrate, and committed, perhaps, 
as a vagrant to the treadmill for three months. 

But it is time for us to return to the unfortunate subject 
of our narrative, William Millard. It was about the latter 
end of the month of August, 1823, that Mister Hurst dis- 
patched one of his emissaries to Millard, to inform him that 
another patient had just been released from his sufi'erings, 
and that after the Reverend Governor had performed his 
part in the drama of consigning " ashes to ashes, dust to 
dust," the said subject would, in consideration of the usual 
fee, be qiiite at Millard's service. Millard, accordingly, 
called on Mister Hurst, when it was agreed that he should 
come on the following evening to superintend the removal 
of the subject in question: happy would it have been for 
Millard had he imitated the prudence of Sir William Blizard, 
and had employed an agent to do that which he could not 
perform without hazard to himself. He went, however, 
and had scarcely entered tlie precincts of the grounds 
attached to the London Hospital, than he was beset and 
seized by a number of patients and police otficers, headed 
by the formidable Sam, the barber. The poor fellow, thus 
fntrapped, was immediately hurried ofi" to the Worship 
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Street Police Office, where he was charged with the atrocious 
crime of being found in, or near, the premises of the London 
Hospital, and of refusing to account, fo the satisfaction of 
his accusers, for being there. The magistrate was on the 
point of holding Millard to bail, when, in consequence of 
some private communication which he received during tho 
examination, this sapient dispenser of justice, under the 
powers given by Chetwynd's ever infamous Vagrant Act, 
committed the unfortunate man for three months to the 
House of Correction in Gold Bath Fields. Against this 
decision a few days alter, an appeal was entered to the 
Quarter Sessions, and on going before the magistrate* who 
had committed Millard, the following observations were 
made by the former : " Are you the man I connnitted on 
Saturday last?" — "I am, sir." — "Well, the London 
Hospital have taken all the responsibility off my hands; 
but, if they wish well to their school of anatomy, they will 
let this matter drop !" If any one thing more than another 
could prove the urgent necessity for some such legislative' 
enactment as that recently introduced by Mr. Peel, to 
prevent the appointment of ignorant and incorapetent 
magistrates, we think it must be condAct such as above 
described. Such proceeding requires no comment; but for - 
a magistrate to be holding private communication with the, 
powerful accusers of an bmiible individual, and then, onder 
their influence, to inflict a severe punishment in oppositioQ 
to bis own judgment, presents as glaring an instance of 
magisterial stohdity, if not of corruption, as any that has 
yet been brought under the notice of the public. We must 
here detain the reader for a moment to relate a circumstance, 
which, although not of great importance, ought not to be 
passed over, as it tends to afford a further ^velopement 
of the character of Millard's former friend and employer, 
and the general treatment which he experienced at the 
hands of the latter. On Millard's arrival in prison, under 
the first commilment, he informed the surgeon of the prison, 
a Mr. Webbe, that he (Millard) had been in the service of 
Sir Astley Cooper many years. This surgeon, it appears, 
holds a kind of " divisum imperium" with the governor of 
the prison to which he is attached, and can give an order 
to any of the prisoners whom he wishes to indiUge, although . 
they may be in good health, for admission info the Infirmary, 
which, instead of subjecting them to the hard fare and 
• A Mr. WyatL - ' ' * 
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figorous discipline of a lioiise of correctiuu, leaves lliem iii 
possession of a comparative degree of liberty and comfort. 
Mr. Webbe, therefore, on learning that Milmrd imd held a 
confidential situation under Sir Astley Cooper for many 
years, gave orders forthnitb, for bis admission into the 
Infirmary. Mr. Webbe, it appears, took the pains to 
enquire immediately into the truth of Millard's Btatement, 
respecting his employment by Sir Astley Cooper, and on 
the folloning morning be came to Millard, and addressed 
him in a style, wbicli, it must be confessed, for a person 
presiding over the fiouae of Correction was not " quite 
" correct," but which was excusable, however, when it is 
considered that it was spoken under feelings of irritation 
which moat men experience when they believe themselves 
to have been imposed on, " Mr. Millard," said he, " you 
" have told me a damned infernal lie. Sir Astley Cooper 
" says he does not know anything of you ! 1 !" When it 
ia considered that Millard had lor thirteen years been in 
the service and in habits of daily intercourse with Sir Astley 
Cooper, that during this period, and subsequently, the 
latter had always spoken in terms of approbation of his 
conduct, such behaviour will, doubtless, appear to every 
one equally honourable and magnanimous. The memory 
of Mr. Green was not, however, so defective as that of his 
colleague. Sir Astley Cooper, and he therefore called on 
Millard almost immediately after he heard of his committal 
to prison. He remained with Millard a considerable time, 
and was conducted by Mr. Viokery, the governor of the 
prison, into the Infirmary, to be informed of the advantages 
which Millard enjoyed in being admitt«d to that part of the 
prison. In the course of this interview, Mr. Vickery made 
an observation, which we repeat, because it may shew the 
estimation in which Millard was held, and to confirm what 
will, subsequently, appear moreevident, that the professors 
of St. Thomias's were become sensible of the value of Millard's 
services, andwereanxious to withdraw him trom their young 
but talented rival, Mr. Grainger, whose establishment was 
going on most prosperously. " Now, Mr. Millard," (said 
the governor of the prison) " if Mr. Green should interest 
" himself for you, and procure your liberation, he will, of 
" course, expectareturn." Millard replied, that of course 
he should feel deeply the obligation be was under to any 
one who procured him his liberty, and that he should take 
every means of acknowledging il. Mr. Grainger^ however. 




i too acrrte, (iihI too mucli on Hw alert, lo nltow bfl^ 
powerful rivals to obtain anypiaim of this kiiulononewhoiB^ 
he had found, since he had taken him into his service, s* ' 
faithful and zealous. He, therefore, without any communis 
cation with Millard, entered a notice of appeal against thitf 
decision of the magistrate, or rather it may he said of tlM( ■ 
London Hospital, at Worship Street, and procured Millard^ ] 
liberation on bail. It would seem, therefore, from thesif f 
circumstances, that there arose a kind of competition , 
between Mr. Grainger and hia rivals, the professors ^1 
St. Thomas's Hospital, as to who should obtain a title tq ' 
Millard's future services, by procuring him his liberM , 
Soon after his liberation on bail, Millard called on Sir Wl 
filizard to represent the harshness and injustice of the 
proceedings which the London Hospital had inatitut«4 
against him on this occasion. Sir W, Blizard observe^" 
" we must not have things taken away ; we shall be t> 
■' happy to accommodate any lecturer viho may be i 
" want of our assistance, but we must not have thingi 
" taken away by force." In answer to this Millard repliodS 
that the professors of the other liospitals were fully sensib^ ' 
of Sir W. Blizard's courtesy, and of the iiberality wbi(n 
rendered the burial ground of that hospital "a very preseirt 
help in time of trouble" to all professors who were distressei^ ^ 
for subjects. But at the same time he assured Sir WiQiaiKl 
Blizard that he (Millard) had never taken a single sul^Hot 
from the London Hospital for which the otGcers of thtft j 
institution had not had "value received;" that these persoA| i 
considered the bodies of the patients who died there aS 
their lawful prey, and the money derived from the sale of i 
them as their regular and permitted perquisites ; that tloft 
was not only known to the superior officers of tlie Londott 
Hospital, but was recognised and sanctioned by tbeiK^ I 
and that a prosecution against him by the managers <K 
that Institution for the pretended offence of taking awn 
bodies which were, by their connivance, regularly bougM 
and sold, was at once unjust, cruel, hypocritical, and ' 
treacherous. Millard then left Sir William Blizard, with I 
the hope that his remonstrances had not been inefl'ectuaS. 

This impression was confirmed by a visit which he 
subsequently received from Hurst, the surgeon's beadle <tf 
the London H6giita!, who called under the pretext of 
congfa tula ting Millard on hia liberation, and who toot 
gfreat pains to convince Mrs. Millard, (Millard himself 
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being from borne) Uuit it was NOT tlie intention of 
I^ondon Hospital to proceed further with the prosecution. 
This same assurance was repeated to Millard from various 
quarters, so that there are strong reasons for presuming 
that the managers of that Institution, in addition to their 
other generous and open-handed proceedings, set this 
report on foot in order to inveigle this unfortunate man 
into a dangerous security, and thus have him helpless and 
exposed to the efforts of their hostility. Influenced by these 
reports and assurances, he deferred giving instructions to 
the attorney employed for his defence, and, bi consequence, 
had to labour under all the disadvantages of haete, and of 
being taken by surprise. 

The appeal came on for hearing before the magistrates 
of the quarter sessions, at Hicks's Hall, on the 11th of 
September, 1823. Mr, Law was employed as counsel by 
the London Hospital to support the conviction, and Mr. 
Adolphus was retained for the defence. The result was, 
that the conviction was confirmed, and that poor Millard 
was finally committed to the House of Correction for three 
months, under the infamously celebrated vagrant act. Of 
this act it will here be needless to say any thing, since it 
was at the time equally condemned by the counsel for the 
prosecution and the del'ence, and has since been expunged 
from the statute book, by the universal feeling of repro- 
bation which it excited in the public mind. Up to the very 
moment of the appeal coming on for hearing, Millard, it 
appears, was deluded into the persuasion that the London 
Hospital would not urge the prosecution. The shock he 
experienced on being undeceived, the severity with which 
he was treated on the hearing of the appeal, and the insults 
and outrages lie experienced from the populace, at the 
instigation of the patients and subordinate officers of the 
London Hospital, weighed so heavily on his mind, that be 
became seriously ill on his return to prison, and in a short 
time after took to his bed, from which he never again rose 
alive. Some time after the unfortunate Millard's imprison- 
ment and death, the police of the Whitechapel district, who 
were not acquainted with the manner in which things are 
managed in the London Hospital (that is to say), being 
like the public unaware that the professors were in the 
constant habit of supplying their dissecting rooms with the 
bodies of their deceased patients, and of allowing the 
' iferior servants of the hospital to sell the remainder ; the 
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police being ignorant of these circunistantes, considered it 
their duty to be on tlie alert, and tu apprehend all whoiniglit 
be engaged in removing dead bodies Irom tlieirplaceof inter- 
ment. They at length took iuto custody two individuals, who 
were found at night IN the burial ground of the London Hos- 
pital, and conveyed them to the Police Office : but the same 
influence which induced the upright magistrate of that 
oSice to sentence the unfortunate Millard to three months 
impriaonment in the House of Correction, for being found 
NEAR this spot, led him immediately to dismiss thew 
offenders, without punishment or reproof ! These men, oa 
being discharged, returned to the burial ground of tht 
London Hospital, proceeded to open the grave o» which 
they were found when interrupted by the police, and 
carried the body into the dissecting-room of the hospital. 
After the relation of this fact, it wiD be needless to adduco, 
any further proof of the motives whicli instigated the pro-, 
secutions against Millard, and of the influence exerciser 
over the magistrates of that quarter by his prosecutors. 

Shortly after Millard's last commitment to prison, his wife 
applied for permission to see him, but was refused, as the 
riiles of the prison only admitted of her seeing her husband 
once a month! Mrs. Millard was recommended to apply 
to the magistrates at Hatton Garden, and at the Town 
Hall, Soutnwark, for an order to be allowed to see her\ 
husband, but after being referred from place to place, it 
was invariably refused. Her only means of communicating 
with him, and of ascertaining the state of his health, was - 
to place a note in the clean linen, which she sent twice a 
week to the prison, and to which she sometimes received an 
answer ; in one of these communications he requested his wife 
to call on the different practitioQers of eminence to whom he. 
was known, and to solicit their interference to procure hia 
hberation. She accordingly waited on a gentleman of high, 
estimation in the profession, who received her with the- 
utmost kindness, and after being made acquainted with the 
circumstances, advised an application to be made to Sir 
Astley Cooper ; but added, by way of advice, " above all, 
Mrs. Millard, say not a word to Sir Astley about Grainger ; 
he would be ready to hang your husband if he thought he 
had any thing to do with that young man ; Sir Astley would 
give i£10,000 if be could ruin Grainger." Mrs. Millard, 
accordingly proceeded to Sir Astley Cooper, from whom,) 
however, she obtained neither consolation nor relief. She 



tlien proceeJed to wait on Mr. Green, by wlioiii she wn& 
received with sullen incivility, and with whom slie was 
equally unsuccessful, and at length returned home almost 
broken-hearted. After the lapse of a few days, she received 
a message from Sir Astley Cooper, desiring her to call on 
Him. He then made some observations, rather calculated 
to wound than to soothe her feelings, and concluded by 
offering to subscribe £10 towards the relief of herself and 
family. He at the same time recommended Mrs. Millard to 
call on the different lecturers of eminence, mentioning Mr. 
Green, Mr. Stanley, and Mr. Headington ; although, he 
added, " I don't suppose they will give you any thing, but 
you can try." In this, it appears. Sir Astley was not very 
much mistaken. For on seeing Mr. Green, he humanely 
remarked, I certainly have known you and your husbajid 
many years, and as Sir Astley Cooper has put down bis 
name for £5, I suppose I must do the same ; but you 
cannot want the money now, come to me therefore when 
yon do want it." This money Mrs. Millard never received. 
Mrs. Millard then proceeded to Mr. Stanley, who treated 
her better than the gentleman who " had known her and 
her husband many years ;" for unlike Mr. Green, he pro- 
mised nothing and gave nothing, and therefore did not break 
his word. She then waited on Sir William Blizard, who 
followed the example of the last mentioned gentleman ; and 
by Mr. Headington she was told to call the next day. The 
next day she again went to the London Hospital, and there 
received from Mr. Lukes, as the representative, it is 
presumed, of Mr. Headington, the sum of £b : 6. This 
person at the same time informed Mrs. Millard, " that it 
was not from any vindictive motives that they had prose- 
cuted her husband, BUT only TO LET THE PUBLIC SEE 
THAT WHAT THEY BURIED WAS SECURE !" These trifling 
contributions, and such observations as the above, were 
then the sole result of the liberality of these wealthy and 
powerful individuals, after Mrs. Millard had for several 
successive days been traversing London from one end to 
another. To complete the measure of her affliction, on 
ber returning home, exhausted with fatigue and distress of 
mind, this unfortunate woman found she had no longer a 
place which she could claim as a home for herself and her 
children: a sheriff's officer had taken possession of the 
house and furniture during her absence, under tlie authority 
of process from the exchequer. It seems that her husband. 






whilst in tlie service of the hoapital, had become security 
for the appearance of two resurrect ion-men, who had been 
appreheaded, when euiployed by the professors of St. 
Thomas's, for the purpose of supplying them with subjects. 
In consequence of some neglect of the attorney who waa 
employed by the hospital in this business,* and of the 
severe and arbitrary nature of this branch of legal procesSf 
which operates as a kind of trap to all those who have the 
misfortune to be in any way concerned in it, an execution 
was, as we have stated, issued against Millard, after the 
business had been allowed to sleep SIX YEABS ! Mrs. 
Millard immediately called on Mr. Green, to make known 
to him the melancholy situation in which she was placed ; 
and after waiting two or three hours, until he had tinished 
his dinner, he at length condescended to see her. When 
informed of what had happened, he humanely observed, 
" that he believed it was some damned trick to impose on 
him ;" and at last, with great diihculty, was prevailed on 
to write to the attorneys,f who had been employed by the 
hospital before upon the business, and whose duty it was 
to have prevented these distressing consequences .J 

Abouta fortnight after his committal to prison, Millard 
sent a note to his wife, desiring to have some cofTee, sugar, 
and butter : these Mrs. Millard furnished him with ; at the 
same time rejoicing in the belief of his being well, and 
permitted to enjoy these little comforts ; in addition to these 
articles, with the afl'ection which has marked her conduct 
throughout in studying and anticipating the wishes of Iiei; 
husband, Mrs. Millard made a small fruit pie, to which she 
knew he was partial, and sent it at the same time. In a day 
or two after Mrs. Millard received an incoherent note whiclt 
had been begun several times, entreating her to send no 
more things of that kind, as they reminded him too strongly 

* Sherwood and Soa, of Canterbury Square. 
t Sherwood and Son. 

t Few wbo rend this account of Mr. Green's behavinur to Mra. Millard, 
would credit that when her poor huaband held his appointment in St Tho- 
he waaootermsof Uieutnioalcoidiali^, and even intimacy, 
: that the latter ased often to ackmiwled^ his esteem for 
Millard, and to faoait that Millanl had introdnced bis first patient to bim.StiU 
leas will it be believed, that thi& same person whom Itlr. Green, at aperiod 
of deep distress, treated with such unprovoked and unmerited contnmely, 
had ahrayeprevionsl; experienced cond net ofa directly oppoaitecharacter. 
AmongEtotherproofa of which, Dotthelcaiit remarkable waa a participHtloQ 
' " I jtreaents that were distributed by Mr. Gree»i, and hU 

■ Irieuds, on llie celebration of their marriage. ~''~ 
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brtliat tiome, f o which, he felt persuaded, he was ae- 
rettirn. On the foUowing Saturday, when the child went 
to the prison on his usual errand, to carry the clean lineD, 
be brought hack a scrap of paper from his father, writteD 
in a faoltering and almost illegible hand, in which poor 
MDlard entreated his wife " to send him a pillow to lay his 
unforluRale head on." This was the first iotimatiDn Mrs. 
MUlard received of her husband's illness. She immediately 
renewed her attempts to obtain permission to see him ; at 
last she received an order from tlie Lambeth Police Office, 
and was admitted on what is denominated in the prison " a 
call day," or the day on which the wretched inmates are 
allowed, at moothly intervals, to see their friends and 
relatiyes. On entering the prison, and enquiring for her 
husband, she was informed he was iD in the infirmary, and 
that she must apply to Mr. Webbe, the surgeon. To Mr, 
Webbe she therefore applied, and by him was told to come 
the next day. She entreated to be allowed to see him 
immediately : in answer to which he desired her " not to be 
unconscionable" ! Mrs. Millard then enquired whether her 
husband was in any danger : — this humane person replied 
by asking, whether a man could not have a bead-ache 
without being in danger? (a week after this the untbrtunate 
Millard expired.; He alleged no reason for refusing to 
allow her to see her sick husband, and in all probability 
had none, excepting his own caprice and utter want of 
feeling. On the following day Mrs. Millard was, by virtue 
of this man's order, admitted to her husband; she found 
him, as she had been iufornaed on the preceding day, on a 
sick bed. To her surprise be told her to take the duplicate 
of his watch from his pocket. •' Good God!" observed 
Mrs. Millard, " I was informed that money was of no nse 
to you here, and I see your watch has lieen pledged in 
addition to two pounds which I sent you." — " Indeed," he 
replied, "money is of as much use here as elsewhere; 
nothing can be done here without it : / was compelled to 
pay the doctor a guinea for admission into this place !" 
The reader will probably not feel surprised after what has 
already been stated, respecting this individual, at such a 
flagitious act of extortion : this, however, disgraceful as it 
is, weighs but as a feather in the balance compared with 
his subsequent conduct. Poor Millard finally enjoined his 
wife to hasten to Sir Astley Cooper and Mr. Green, and to 
entreat (hem to procure his release from that place of 
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For if ha remained there mucb longer lie Unew b 
could not survive. Mrs. Millard immediately went to Mr. 
Green, at his residence in Lincoln's-imi Fields; her reception 
was similar to the treatment she had before experienced 
from that gentleman, that is to say, abrupt, morose, and 
unfeeling. On Mrs. Millard's describing the condition of 
her poor husband, he observed that the infirmary nas " a 
very nice place," and Mr. Webbe " a very nice man !" and 
that he had no doubt Millard would do very well there : he 
added, " for his part he did not know what business Millard 
had out, he might have stopped there t" that is to say, Mr. 
Green was surprised that Millard should have presumed 
to leave his place of conAnement on bail, and endeavour to 
rescue himself from the horrors of a prison, to which he 
had been unjustly and unwarrantably condemned. The 
above humane and rational remarks were the only result of 
Mrs. Millard's application to the Aumanily of Mr. Green. 

Mrs. MUIard then proceeded to Sir Astley Cooper, and 
represented to him the state her husband was in. After 
asking a few questions, he penned a note to the Secretary of 
State ; the purport of which, was, that a man was then in 
confinement in the House of Correction, Gold Bath Fields, 
J'or being found near the burial ground oj' the Liondon 
Hospital ! That without such men science would perish ; 
that this individual waa dangerously ill, and therefore 
appealed to thehumanity of the Secretary of State, to release 
him. In this note, the reader will observe, that Sir Astley 
Cooper speaks of the individual in whose favour he applies, 
as of one of the common resurrection men ; and that he 
cautiously conceals the fact, of thn unfortunate Millard's 
having held a confidential situation under him, for many 
years, and that, by his zeal, and integrity, while in the*' 
service of Sir Astley, he had entitled himself to the 
particular approbation of his employers. Mrs. Millard, 
although she felt deeply wounded, at hearing her husband 
treated in a manner so diflerent to what she had a right to 
expect, thankfully received this note, which she hoped, 
would procure the liberation of her husband from the den 
of misery in which he was immured, and from " the tender 
mercies" of such a being, as the surgeon of the jail. Sir 
Astley Cooper appreciating the capacity of this latter 
individual, enquired of Mrs. Millard, whether her husband 
had any other medical advice besides that of Mr. Webbe ? 
on being informed that he had not. Sir Astley Cooper wrote 



to Dr. Fair, requesling tlie favour af his attending Millard. 
This gentleman, we believe, lost not a moment on the 
receipt of the note in proceeding to the prison, and arrived 
in time to ascertain, and to inform Sir Astley, that the 
poor sufferer was paat all hopes of recovery. On the 
following day, Mrs. Millard went to the prison, and found 
her husband apparently much better. Dr. Farr had 
ordered him aorae port wine and sago. Mrs. Millard 
enquired of the attendantio the Infirmary, whether it would 
foe necessary for her to procure these articles, as she would 
do so immediately ? he replied, it was not necessary, as 
such things were always provided hy the doctor (Mr. Webhe) 
out of funds entrusted to liira, for such purposes. 

The nest morning, Mrs. Millard proceeded again to 
visit her husband ; on enquiring how he was of the turnkey, 
the latter replied, he was sorry to say, that poor Millard 
was much worse : the same answer was given to a similar 
enquiry of another attendant in the prison, with a request, 
not to display any alarm, as it might lead to fatal conse- 
qnences. The unfortunate man was strongly agitated, on 
again seeing his wife, but at length became a little composed ; 
Mrs. Millard enquired, whether he had taken the port vrine 
and sago prescribed by Dr. Farr? He replied that it had 
never been brought to him, adding, " No, my dear, I am 
quite lost; we are shut up here at Jive o'clock in the 
afternoon, and no one comes near us until eight or 
nine in the morning." Such is the wretched condition of 
those, entrusted to the care of this ornament to human 
nature, and to his profession, the surgeon of the county 
prison. On meeting this individual a few moments after, 
and expressing her fears that her unfortunate husband was 
dying, he humanely replied, that Millard was always 
worse after seeing her, and that both she and her 
husband had been treated with a great deal too muck 
indulgence. Mrs. MUlard then entreated to be allowed to 
remain with her husband, as there was every reason to 
believe, that he would not survive that night ; the reader wiJl 
scarcely believe that such a request was refused, although 
it had been granted to others frequently, and in two 
instances to convicted felons, whose friends were permitted 
to attend them, and allowed to remain with them until they 
died. 

On Mrs. Millard's leaving the prison, she hastened with 
faulbering steps to the house of a friend in the neighbour- 
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hooti, and overcome with the scene she had just witnessed, 
and by the savage inhumanity with wbich she had been 
driven from the bedside of her dying husband, she fell 
senseless on the threshold of the door ; as soon as the kind 
attention of her friend had restored her to her senses, and 
she had recovered strength enougli to get into a coach, she 
desired to be taken to St. Thomas's Hospital, where she 
implored the professors in whose service her unfortunate 
husband had spent so many years, to visit him, and try to 
save his life. This they promised to do, and one of them 
called on the following day to acquaint her, that there was 
but remote hope of his recovery, and that the anxiety and 
agitation under which he laboured on account of his family 
were alone enough to destroy him ! On Monday Mrs. 
Millard left her bed, to wliich her anxiety and distress of 
mind had confined her, to proceed to Sir Astley Cooper. 
On seeing her, he informed her that a letter had just 
ARRIVED* from the Secretary of State. This letter which 
he put into her hands, contained an order for her husband's 
release, but required previously a certificate from the 
surgeon of the prison, confirming Sir Astley Cooper's 
representation, that the prisoner's life was in danger. Mrs. 
Millard flew to the prison, and delivered this letter to Mr. 
Webbc, who, on reading it observed, " This comes too late, 
he is too far gone for it to be of any service." Mrs. Millard 
then entreated to be allowed to see her husband, which he 
refused, by deUcately telling her she might as well cut his 
throat! She urged her request with all the earnestness 
which might be expected from one who had already dis- 
played such warm and unwearied affection towards her 
unfortunate husband. At length this person pretended 
to consent, but stated that he must first visit Millard 
himself ; during his temporary absence she sent the child 
she had with her from the surgeon's house, which is 
adjoining, round to the prison gates for his father's linen; 
and one of the attendants then told the child that his 
father had espresaed an earnest wish to see him. Shortly 
after, the surgeon returned to inform Mrs. Millard that she 
could not be allowed to see her husband: on hearing this, 
she entreated him to comply with the wish expressed by 
her poor husband to see his child before he expired. This 
petition was also peremptorily denied. In tne course of 
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the same niglit this injured iimii. alone, unattended, tvitkout 
a friend or a human being to close iiis eyes, was released 
by death from hia sufferings. Of the behaviour of tlie 
surgeon of the prison we cannot trust ourselves to speak, 
for we find it unable to express adei)uate)y the abhorrence 
we feel at bis inhuman conduct, in thus preventing Ibis 
unfortunate and innocent man from taking leave of bis 
wife and child in bis dying moments.* 

The almost incessant state of anxiety and agitation in 
which Mrs. Millard bad been kept, by successive calamities, 
for some weeks past, began to produce the effects which 
might be naturally expected. She had been reduced to an 
extreme state ol" mental and bodily eshaustion, when the 
last and greatest of her afflictions, the loss of her husband, 
was communicated to ber. She sent for the body, for the 
purpose of paying the only remaining tribute of affection 
to his remains. After he bad been committed to the grave, 
the state of her health and of her mind was sucb as to 
excite apprehension in the few friends, who still commi- 
serated and sympathised with her, that her mind was or 
would be affected by the sufferings she had undergcHie, 
as she remained in a kind of stupor for several days. We 
should not omit to state, that at this period there were 
several medical students lodging in the house, one of wkom 
having, in consequence of Ms misconduct, been discarded 
by his family, had become the drne damnSe, or agent for 
dirty work, to Sir Astley Cooper and the other professors 
of St. Thomas's Hospital. This individual, and two 
brothers of the same stamp, named Lee, were extremely 
averse to having the body of poor Millard brought boiue 
for interment. They resorted to every species of invective 
and insult to deter Mrs. Millard from ber intention ; and 
when they found she was not to be shaken, the two latter 
took the following mode of expressing their dissatisfaction. 
On tbat day, which iu a Christian country is by most persons 
held sacred, whilst the dead body of this man, who bad 
always treated them with attention and kindness, was 

' Some tiine after this melancholy event, the wardsman of flie priun 
infirmary of Cold Bath Fietdi, who is the attendant of the sick inmatei 
of that prUoD, called od Mrs. Millard In compliance, as he said, with the 
dying request of her husband. Tbis Individual stated, that poor Millin) 
beg^d him to infonn hin wife how bitterly he felt the prohibition to tee 
ber and lils child Iwforc he expired, a]thoii|:h he was assured it wai not 
for want of any exertion on her part to obtain admission to him ; and that 
bis lut prayers were, that God wonW biess and protect her mad her helpless 
family. 
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stretched oOt, but a few yarda from them ; whilst tfee 
widow, worn do*ii by sorrow and suffering, was extended 
on a bed of sickness, and the wreck of her pl-operty waa 
held by the relentless grasp ol' the law (for the sherilT'a 
officers, under the eschequer process, were still in po8- 
sesaion), these humane and promising young men invited 
and entertained a party of their friends, with smoking 
drinking, singing, and carousing ! We should not omit 
to mention, that the execution was issued against Mi11arc( 
from the exchequer for three forfeited recognizances. TwOi 
of them, we have already slated, were entered into bji 
him on behalf of two men, who had been apprehended 
whilst employed by the professors of St, Thomas's Hospit^ 
in endeavouring to procure subjects for them; the thir^ 
recognizance was given on behalf of a young student who 
had been engaged in some affray with a watchman, and^ 
wlio applied to Millard to become security for Jiis appear- 
ance at the sessions ; the affair had been accommodated 
some montlis before, and the proper steps had been takeh^ 
and tlie u^ual fees paid, to put an end to the business; ia 
consequence, however, of Uie neglect of tlie clerk of the 
peace, execution was issued against the person and goodaj 
of poor Millard : as the all-merciful hand of the law haq 
already got his person within its grasp, if proceeded toi 
sdze his goods under the circumstances we nave related.' 
The attorneys, Sherwood and Son, of Canterbury SquarsJ 
and their employers, the professors of St. Thomas's, after, 
having proceeded with the most methodical slowness io 
remove the executions issued against Millard as securitr 
for the two men who had been employed by the, Hospital[^ 
very humanely left his widow to get rid of the third by, 
lierself ; so that during the whole period that Jier husband'^ 
body was lying iji the house previous to interment, ,tK^ 
officers were in possession under the exchequer processil , 
The last execution Was at length removed by the exertions 
of a friend. Before concluding this part of onr narrHtive, 
we must not omit to mention one act of kindness and 
humanity which Mrs. Millard experienced from a quarterj 
in which she had the least reason to expect it. The sheritf'ff . 
officer, whose name we believe was Rutland, althou^ . 
accustomet) of course, from the very nature of his occu-, 
pation to. scenes of distress, touched by the melancholy 
situation of Mrs. Millard, and sensible of the unfeeling and 
unprincipled conduct of which she and her husband had 
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been the viclims, offered to return tlie tees wliich tie had 
received from her under the esecution ; in case she should 
not be reimbursed by those who in a great measure were 
responsible for this and all her other afflictions, that is to 
say, the Professors of St. Thomas's Hospital. 

In order to recover the money which they had paid on 
account of the two forfeited recognizances, Mr. Green and 
Sir A. Cooper, by their attorniea, Sherwood and Son, 
prepared a statement of Mrs. Millard's case, in which they 
fully described the melancholy condition of herself and her 
family : with tills statement they proceeded to the Court of 
Exchequer, where, under the direction of these atlondes, 
Mrs. Millard made an affidavit of the truth of the facts 
detailed in it before Baron Garrow, wlio treated her with 
the utmost tenderness and humanity. By these honest 
means they recovered, in THE namb of Mrs. Millard, 
tlie whole of the money from government, to the amount 
of ^40, which had been paid on the forfeited recogni- 
zances, besides £12 for the expenses which had been 
incurred by the issue of the exchequer process. When 
Mrs. Millard applied to Mr. Sherwood for the fees which 
she had been compelled to pay the sheriff's officer on 
leaving the house, Mr. S. oiade tlie greatest difficulties in 
complying with her request, and when he found there was 
no possible pretext for refusing it, he endeavoured to 
persuade her that his employers. Sir A. Cooper and Mr. 
Green, were acting with unparalleled generosity in re- 
imbursing her this sum which they had previously obtained 
from government in her name !* To complete an idea of 
the character of this worthy prototype of Gilbert Glossin, 
we will only add that he owes all the legal business which 
he derives from St. Thomas's Hospital, forming a con- 
siderable and lucrative portion of his practice, to poor 
Millard, who first employed him, and then recommended 
him to the professors and officers of that establishment. 

* When poor Millan) was paton his trial, which ended in hiiimpmon- 
menl and death, he entrusted the lease of his premises and other papers 
to Mr. Sherwood, to produce on the hearing of the appeal, in onler to 
prove that he could not be conridered an object of the Vagrant Act, as 
being BiretpectalilchouHe -holder. Previous to this, a bill had been incurred 
aDiJ placed to Millard's accoant, for defending two rtmrrtcfioH-xuH in- 
jibjrnl by Ike prqfirsmrt of St, Thonuu'a Hoapitat, Instead, therefore, of 
I'etiinunp' these leasee, whicb he had formerly been employed and paid 
for preparing, the worthy practitioner of the Ian nobly and generonlly 
wiUiholdsUiem from the widow of paorMillard^ unQlliiscfkbi * ' * * 
is satisfied! 
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" ' '-yii ftttjf ^oPf introdiice to' the 'hmn of tbe r«a^er'^ ' 
individual, who, at the period of the events which we have 
been describing, had not emerged from the obsGurity tb 
which nature seemed to have destined him, but who hail 
subsequently acquired that noturiety which is usuallv 
attendant on those who become amenable to the laws. Vy% 
allude to tlie compiler and manager of one of the cheap 
publications which have sprung up so abundantly withffi 
these few years, and which is called The Lancet. ThU 
person was originally educated, we understand, for the 
medical profession, and subsequently attempted to practice 
as a surgeon, but after having had recourse, unsuccessfully, , 
to this and to other means, an idea of which may be formed 
from the account of trial which will be found at the termij 
nation of these pa£:es, he, fortunately for liimaetf, projectea 
the publication called the Lancet. This work, it will ba 
hardly necessary to inform our readers, is almost entirely 
a compilation, and by means of pirating the productions 
of the diSerent eminent lecturers, managed to procure an 
extensive circulation, until the practice was put a atop to 
by the public spirit and perseverance of IVt. Abernethy". 
We have only to add that Mr. Wakley, for such is th^ 
name of this personage, has been convicted of a malignau^ 
libel on a highly respectable member of the medical pro- 
fession, and we believe we shall have stated most, if not 
all his claims to public estimation. 

During Millard's imprisonment, Mr. Wakley called oA 
Mrs. Millard for the purpose, as he stated, of learning thi 
particulars of her husband's case : on this occasion h^ 
expressed himself deeply interested in Millard's behalf 
condemned the defence which had been made for him, and 
intimated, that his (Millard's) counsel had sold him, adding, 
that from what he had to do with counsel, he knew tod 
well what they were. The imputation on Millard's counsel', 

too absurd to merit a moment's notice. Wafcley'B I 
e think we shall be able to account for I 
a proceeded to inform Mrs. Millard that i 
a pubUcation was then forthcoming, (i. e. The Lancet) is J 
which, himself and several very clever men were engaged, i 
and that he would take care to expose and hold up Millard'* 
prosecutors to the contempt and odium they deserved ; he 
requested Mrs. Millard to collect all the information she 
couldon the subject, expressing at the same time, hisstrong 
sense of Millard's services to the profession, and bis 
G 2 



enmity to counsel t 
hereafter. He thet 
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tfe cnielt)- and iognttuii^ ■ ilfa shkk SiiUud 
twr6««« trcaUd- " Cood Cod r said be, "mhj.wmtJ^n 
M omt lo coiQe fonrard and speak on hii b^ulT? I 
am vat tbnc are ifiy of tKe most respecUUc practiUooera 
■o, aod near Loodoo, vho would katc doDc so. Wbere 
were Cooper and Crteo. his old caplojers, who offered on 
Ilia IcaTiBg their service, to famiih bim with testimomals of 
good conduct vbenerer be slouU reqaire ikem ? \^~by £d 
oot tbey come forward, OTwiij were tbej- not sobpoenaed?" 
After mating tbu display o( &kiidlj zea] and varm syai- 
patfay, be took bii Irave for tbe purpose of visiting MUlard 
IS fnstm, to wbom Mrs. 3AiUard bad referred bim. 

He called again wbilst the bodj of poor UliQaid was 
lying in the house preparatory to Its interment, and on 
^liiig informed of the circumstances of his death, appeared 
sorpriaed, andabockedbeyoodHieaaiire, exclaiming" Good 
God, they have murdered him '. Has Mrs. 3Iillaru had bis 
bD<Iy opened?"' Shortly after, the first niuiWr of the 
Lancet appeared, in which, anioog the noliceA lo cor- 
respoudenta, the foDowing appeared. " E. Z. muj rest 
aBsared that Sir Billy Fretful shall receive a pretty sharp 
cot from the Lancet, for his unrelenting coitduct to Mr. 
Millard," By Sir BiHy Fretful was meant. Sir William 
Blizard ; and E. Z. like most of the other correspondents 
to tbe Lancet, was an address of the Editor to liimself. 
Mr. Wakley called subsequently on Mrs. MUlard se\eral 
times, when be repeated bis friendly professions, and his 
request for all possible information respecfmg Millard's 
case. Be stated, it was bis intention to commence a snb- 
scription, by opening books at the different bankers, and 
pulling down a few fictitious subscribers as decoys to 
the " Iruly charitable and bumane," an idea, which to us, 
appears equally novel and ingenious, and quite worthy of 
the projector. He also intimated, that he should again 

* It will, perhap<i, lie worth nliile to advert, with reference to tliJA 
KiibjeFt, toaratbersiaenlarinqiiirr, made hv Sir A. Cooper, oa one occtuiao 
rabaeqacnt t« poor Millard'a dead. " Prsy, Mn. Millard, did joar 
" liiulioiid cveriar aoy thing to vou \aovT His UEISG poisoned, wbeii 
■' in the Inlinnar^!" Mrs. Millard replied that he did not. Sir A. C. 
COMtBoed— J* for be said somcthine to this effeet wlien my nepbewii^ted 
" UlD| but it wa«, perhapi, notblng fauttbeefiecuof adisordered mind."' 
On Ibii point we are rather inclined tu agree nith Sir ^Vstley Cooper Ihan. 
with die Editor of the Lancel. The persecutors uf the iiufortiiDate man 

were fully aware that eriiellv aodneRlect irpre a; eflicacion? and a' *■ 

IrM buardori) mode of hasleuini; bia dealkllian tkal of >f ' ' 
Ht"Bl ■,.■■> ■■ ■■ ;-,.iiiW 
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notice Millard's case in the next week's leanest : accoriUngl^ 
ill the succeeding number* the following iiotice to a fictitious 
correspondent as before. " Notice (o Correapoiidenls.— 
B. Z. IT, is much deceived, if be imagines, we have for- 
gotten the cruel trcaUnent of the late Wm. Millard. Wff 
shall very shortly investigate this affair most fully, and if 
we ^ould succeed in gettiug into our possession somjq 
original letters and documents -which we uuderatand are i^ 
existence, they shall, at an early period, be presented to 
our professional brethren. We feel confident, that the 
particulars of this estraordinary transaction, will excit^ 
tiie greatest dis^st and indignation." In this conjecture> 
we believe, Mr. VTakJey, you are not i)iuch mistaken. But 
wliateyer may be the feelings e^c^ted in the public and th^ 
4nedical professiou by a statement of Millard's case, they 
caiinot exceed the " disgust and indignation" which will ha 
lelt at vour conduct, when tliey are informed, that froui 
the period of your publishing this announcement, that is to 
say, so suon as tJie object of intimidation which you had iq 
view was answered, you never took a single step to clear 
the character of the much-injured man, whose cause yoi| 
volunteered to advocate, or rendered the slightest assistr 
ance of any kind to liis H;idow, and her destitute family. , 
The secret of this conduct on the part of the compiler 
of Ihe Lancet may be explained in a very few words. Mr. 
Wakley, about tlus period, had commenced the system of 
pirating the lectures of the difl'erent eminent professori^ 
and among the rest those of Sir Astley Cooper. It is % 
well known fact, that this surreptitious publication of the 
productions of liiese distinguished practitioners enabled 
many of the students to dispense with ttie trouble am} 
expense of attending the lectures.; the consequence was, ft 
diminution of the number of the students, and consequently 
a serious reduction in the emolument of the lecturers- 
Sir Astley Cooper stated, tliat he considered himself a loser 
to the amount of ^500 per annuni by the fraudulent publi- 
cation of his lectures, besides the iDconvenience and 
annoyance of having his productions communicated to tlip 
public without their having undergone the revision- whio^ 
may not be necessary in oral discouraes, but which is 
indispensible before submittinic any work to the public eye- 
The annoyance of the medical Wtnrers generally at this new 



^^L ;^'k>tla ti !».;/■ 



[. 1., Deceoiiier aut. 1323. 



I 

p 



mode of being robbed of the fruits of their talents alid 
labours may be easily conceived. The object, therefore, of 
the respectable compiler of the Lancet was to intimidate 
Sir Astley, and his colleaf^es of St. Thomas's Hospital, 
into a qniet submission to this appropriation of tlieir lectnrea. 
In this, by holding up the case of poor Millard to them in 
terrorem, he entirely succeeded. So that Sir Aatley 
Cooper, after expressing himself in terms of the strongest 
aversion and contempt of the compiler of the Lancet, 
condescended to court his acquainlaoce, and to enter into 
a treaty of alliance, oSensive and defensive, with this 
" outcast of the medical profession.'* 

Being now left in a state of complete destitution, with 
a family of young and helpless children, the widow of the 
unfortunate Millard began to look around her for Bome 
means of support. Finding that she received neither the 
promised call or communication from Mr. Wakley, Mrs. 
Millard at length waited on, and with some djfficulty 
obtained admission to him : for it should be observed, that 
since the establishment of his "^ cheap publication," the 
circumstiinces and estema) appearance of the compiler of 
the Lancet had exhibited a marvellous alteration for the 
better. This humane gentleman was kind enough to say 
that he was sorry for her, and he really could not tell what she 
could do ! Thus intimating that she had nothing to hope for 
from his assistance, and that for aught he cared, she might be 
left to sink without a struggle. He then condescended to en- 
quire what progress Mrs. MiUard had made in her intended 
statement of her husband's case — a statement , which it should 
not be forgotten, he had, without any solicitation on the part 
of Mrs. Millard, ofl'ered to bring before the public. He 
observed, that he was nouf on the most intimate terms with 
Sir Astley Cooper, who was a most magnanimous person, 
and who, he did not doubt would on his (Wakley's) inter- 
ference, do something for her and her family : he concluded 
by desiring Mrs. Millard to call on him on a day which he 
appointed, determining at the same time, as it appears by 
his subsequent conduct, not to give himself the slightest 
future trouble on her behalf, as from that period up to the 
present moment he has never allowed himself fo be seen by 
Mrs. Millard, nor has he made any communication what- 
ever to her. Finding herself thus deluded and deserted, 
Mrs. Millard was advised to apply to Sir Astley Cooper 
as one to whose commiseration sne possessed a strong 



olalin, antl who Leilample means ol' rendering lier every kiDd 
of assistance. Sbe accordingly waited on bim, and stated 
the object of her apphcatiou. On this occasion Sir Aatley. in 
allusion to poor MiUard, spoke in terms of warm commend- 
ation of his understanding and conduct; bia death, which 
he said he deeply regretted. Dr. Farr had stated to have 
been produced by a brain fever brought oyt by distress of 
mind: under her present circumstances, however, all Mrs. 
MiUard could desire was to have some provision made for 
the support of herself and family, and for this purpose Sir 
Astley Cooper generously — did what ? — recommended Mrs. 
Millard to go to Sir William Blizard who, Sir Astley said, 
was " a very nice man," and who would, he was sure, do 
every thing in his power for her. Mrs. Millard proceeded 
to Sir Wifiiam Blizard and presented to him the letter of 
introduction which Sir Astley Cooper had given her. On 
reading it he enquired, " How many children have you?" 
on being told six ; he observed, " Indeed, Mrs. MiUard, 
your'8 is a deplorable case ;" and after some further en- 
quiries desired her to caU on him again. 

After the lapse of a week or ten days, Mrs. MiUard 
waited as desired again on Sir William Blizard, who then 
enquired whether she bad seen Sir Astley Cooper ; on her 
answering in the negative, lie, determining as it would 
appear not to be outstripped in liberality by his brother 
professor of St. Thomas's, told Mrs. MUlard to call on Sir 
Astley, without adding, however, that he was " a very nice 
man," (which he might have done) and that he would ailvise 
her what steps to take. It ia impossible to help bein^ 
struck with adndration at the boundless munificence of 
these two wealthy and titled professors of medicine. But 
the hberality of Sir Astley Cooper had not yet reached its 
dimax, for when Mrs. Mfllard waited on him in obeilience 
to Sir William Blizard's directions. Sir Astley Cooper gave 
her what do you imagine reader ? — another recommen- 
dation : In short, he recommended her to apply to the 
Committee of the London Hospital, " Go, (said this com- 
passionate and amiable man) go and tell them your story ; 
tell tliern., moreover, that by their vindictive condaci they 
DESTROYED i/our poor husband, as they most certainly 
did. I will give you a note by way of introduction." The 
purpart of this note was as foUows: — Sir Astley Cooper 
presents his compliments to Mr. Valentine" and the gentle- 
* Tbe chaplain and reaideat gOTernor. ' 



L 



48 

meti' com posing the Commiltee. aod begs ttieui to fieaf tTi'e 
bearer's story," 

In obedience to tlif directions given by Sir A. Cooper, 
a petition to the Governors of the London Hospital was 
then drawn op by a medical student then residing in Mrs. 
Millard's house, of which the following is a copy. 

" To the Governors of (he London Hospital, the 
Petition of Ann Millard, Widow, 

" SHEWETH, 

" That it has long been a custom to 
<Ksinter the persons buried in the London Hospital ground 
fat the use of the anatomical school attached to the insti- 
tAtion, or, if not required by the school, for the use of ftny 
professor of anatomy who woold pay for them ; that William 
Millard, yonr petitioner's late Husband, had often fetched 
subjects from the Hospital at the desire of Sir Astley 
Cooper, and Mr. Henry CHne, in whose service he was for 
thirteen years, and that, being aware, that Mr. Brooks, 
and the late Mr. Grainger, professors of anatomy, wei^ 
frequently during the summer supplied from the same source, 
he conceivedthe practice to be authorized by the Governors 
of the Hospital, as your petitioner verily believes. 

" That it was customary for some one of (be servants of 
the Hospital, to send a -letter, or message, stating, that a 
subject was' to be disposed of at a certain price, some of 
which letters are hereunto subjoined, that in pursuance of 
such a message, received by Wm. Millard, he went to the 
burial-ground in August last, and was there apprehended^ 
and, taken to Lambetli Street Police Office, and was, by 
thfc sitting magistrate, sentenced to three months' imprison- 
ment in tlie House of Correction, Cold Bath Fields, that 
this sentence being confirmed at the ne}rt sessions, he, the 
said Wm Millard was confined in the above prison, where 
he was attacked by a fever, frequently prevailing in that 
prison, which fever, was the canse of his death. 

■"■ That your petitioner, and her family of six young 
cWMren, are thereby reduced to a state of great distress ; 
that she trusts and believes, that the Governors of the 
Hospital wet'e ignorant of the above circumstances, or that 
the prosecution against her late husband was carried on 
without their Sanction, which latter she is more inclined to 
beBeve as the Jiracfite of disinterment is still subsisting, and 
that in consequ^ce they w^l take the hardships of her case 
into their serious consideration andalford her some relief." 



Witli tliis, accompanied by a frieiid of her late TiusBand, 
Mrs. Millard proceeded to the London Hospital. On being; 
admitted to flie Reverend Governor, and explaining- the 
object of her jqjplication, a long and animated conversation 
took place, in which the chief endeavour of Mr; Valentine 
was to convince Mrs. Millard that her husband was * 
worthless and profligate character. Mrs. Millard, under 
the influence of the irritation produced by this vague and' 
groundless accusation, begged to know in what respect her 
husband was worse than the officers and servants of that 
hospital, who were notoriously in the habit of making a 
property of every poor person who died there, and why 
they were not prosecuted? To which the reverend gentlft^ 
man rephed that the governors might think proper " to' 
wink" at what their servants did. Mrs. Millard wished ttc 
know whether it was consistent with their notions of justice' 
to punish with unrelenting severity in one person what they 
" winked at" in another. The imputations on the character 
of poor Millard were repeated, and Mrs. Millard enquired! 
of the reverend governor if her late husband was to be held 
so criminal for receiving or procuring subjects when in the 
service of Sir Astley Cooper, in what light those servants 
of the London Hospital were to be viewed who had recently 
been apprehended in the burial ground of that hospital, anrf 
behig brought to the same office where the unfortunate 
Millard was taken, were almost immediately dismissed? 
Why, added Mrs. Millard, did the same magistrate whoJ 
condemned my husband to an imprisonment which caused 
his death, dismiss these men without punishment or reproofs? 
these very men who went back immediately to the burial 
gi'ound, completed the disinterment of the body in whiob 
they had been engaged, and carried it into the dissecting 
room of the hospital ? It will be easily imagined that these 
wcrequcstions which the Reverend Governor of the London 
Hflspital did not find it easy to answer ; he contente4 
himself, therefore, with repeating his imputations on tfti 
character of poor Millard. Mrs. Millard, grieved and dis- 
tressed by these reiterated attacks on her unfortunat* 
husband, urged his reverend accuser to state whether he 
knew any other impntation than that he had already st«ted 
against her husband, of having obtained subjects for hi* 
employers. !n answer to this interrogatory, Mr.ValentiiM 
declar^, " we sent to Sir Astley Cooper to emjuire into 
his character befnre we procee«fcd against him, and the 




answer we received was, that M(LI,ard had BEEN mS- 
CHAllGKD FROM St. THOMAS'S FOR HIS DISHONEST 
PRACTICES i" It will be bardly necessary to state that Mrs, 
Millard was deeply shocked and afflicted at this intelligence : 
not from the slightest suspiciun of its being founded iD 
triuli, because if the facts which we Lave already stated did 
not completely refute it, every individual both in and out of 
the Hospital to whom poor MilUrd was known could testify 
to the utter falsity of such &o accusation, but that a mail of 
Sir Astley Cooper's rank in tlie profession, and in society, 
who bad both before and after the death of her husband 
expressed such a sense of his zeal and integrity, and had 
stioken in terms of warm commendation of bis character 
and conduct, should condescend to become the inventor of 
a calumny so false and wicked, and which in a great 
measure led to the death of its victim, was a blow ae 
severe as unespected to the widow of poor Millard. 

Mrs. Millard was then introduced to the Committee of 
the Governors of the London Hospital, a Mr. Hall being in 
the chair ; the petition was handed to the chairman, who 
read it to the coiuniiltee. The reader will probably recollect, 
or will find on referring to that document (a petition, which 
it must not be forgotten was written by the direction of 
Sir Astley Cooper), that it is there broadly asserted, 
" That it has long been a custom to disinter ike persons 
buried in the London Hospital grou/td /or the use qf 
the anatomical school attached to the institution; or tf" 
not required by the school, for the use of any professor 
af anatomy who would pay for them." To these, and 
the other allegations of a similar nature, neither the chair- 
man aor any one else of those present attempted to give a 
denial or contradiction. But when the chairman came to 
that part which stated the petitioner's belief that the prose- 
cution against her late husband was carried on without tlie 
knowledge or sanction of the Governors of the London 
Hospital, be stopped to observe, that the prosecution 
against William Millard was not only sanctioned, but 
positively directed, by the Governors of the London 
Hospital ; for the purpose (as was stated on a former 
ocMunon by one of the medical oiBcers of that establish- 
ment} of convincing the public that the bodies of those who 
di«d tlierc.were secure!.' I Mrs. Millard was then asked 
for the letters referred to in the petition, and after they 
hud been read, it was ubserved, that they were all in one 
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handwriting. Mrs. Millard replied 'tiat tli^ were cojiieJ^ 
the original!! being in her possessinn at home. The chair- 
man said they could not decide upon mere copies, tliey* 
must see the originals. Mrs. Millard's friend stated that 
the originals should be laid before the committee, if an 
assurance were given that th&y would be returned. To 
which the profound and sagacious gentleman who was in' 
the chair replied, that they could make no promises ; bat 
if Mrs. Millard threw herself upon their liberality, she must 
not hesitate to produce the original letters ; adi^ng, thatf 
if she brought them on the following committee day, they 
would see what could be done. The reader will not fail to 
have observed, that this band of " learned Thebans," who 
consist for the moat part, we believe, of the tradesmen and 
their iriends who supply the hospital, were terribly puzzled 
by this application; an application which in fact carried 
with it, by inference, a charge against them of havings 
sacrificed an innocent man in order to .screen themselves, 
and for the purpose of giving currency to a delusion and a 
lie in the public mind. The great object therefore was to 
gain time, to know how to deal with this awkward business, 
and this object was gained by the brilliant idea of the 
chairman to insist on having the original letters referred ta 
in the petition. 

In the interval, these trustworthy guardians of the sjcli^ 
poor, lost no time in summoning to their aid some of those 
respectable practitioners of the law who reside in (heir - 
neighbourhood, fearing, probably, that their united wisdoni' ■ 
and ingenuity, would not be a match for the plain unvarnighe^ 
tale of a poor widow. After due deliberation, thereforei' 
it was determined, that when the petitioner again appeared' 
before tbem, they should affect total ignorance of the prac-| . I 
f ices which, one of them had stated, they might deem it expe- 
dient to "wink at": — that they should disclaim all inter- 
ference in the prosecution ; and, finally, that in order to be 
consistent in their conduct, by acting with equal injustice ■ 
to both husband andvrife, theyshould dismiss the applicant' 
without any redress or relief. On the foDowing committee 
day, whenMrs.Millard appearedbeforethem, and produced •! 
the original letters, the chairman stated, that if what had' )■ 
been alledged was true, all they could do, would be to 
discharge their servants, and that as to the prosecution of: - 
the deceased, they had nol instituted it. Mrs. Millard took ' 
the liberty of reminding the chairman, that at the last meeting 
H -2 
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lie dedured tliat tlie Couumtlee liad both stuicUuiied iuid 
directed the prosecutiou; and also adverted to the observatUw 
of tbe ina^stratei at the Lime he iield her husband to bail, 
that the London Hospital liR-d taken the business under their 
own manageinetit, and had taken all the respoiisibiUty off 
Ilia bauds,' and tiiat if they wished well to their sciiool ol' 
anatomy, they would drop the prosecution. To this the 
cbairntan bad nothing to reply, but that they (the couiioittee) 
did not punish her husband, it was tbe magistrates wbn 
condemned bim, and the canimittee of the London Hospital 
bad only " substantiated" tbe charges against bim. Tbe 
petitioner was then dismissed without any reUef ; and thus 
ended this edifying exhibition of lueaness, equivocation, 
and sbulBing. 

On Mrs, Millard's return home, the medical student 
who wrote llie petition to the London Hospital, and who 
ba? before been adverted to as tbe agent and organ of Sir 
Astley Cooper, and tbe other professors of St. Thomas's 
Hospital, enquired what had been her success. Mrs. 
Millard informed bim, and added, that she bad at length 
discoA'ered that Sir Aatley Cooper was, to a certain extent, 
the cause of tbe imprisonment and death of her unfortunate 
busband, by having invented a falsehood to calumniate him, 
and thus having instigated the managers of ibe London 
Hospital to proceed against bim. He observed, eiLuItingly, 
tbat his predictions were fulfilled, and that Sir AsUey 
Cooper, to exculpate himself, bad attacked tlje character 
of her busband. AU hopes of redress, he added, were thus 
out off, for what would the statements of an obscure and 
humble individual like her, weigh against tbe representations 
of a man invested with th« wealth, rank, and power of 
Sir Astley Cooper? Mrs. Millard replied, it is but too true 
that the great minority of mankind are too prone, in England 
as elsewhere, to fall down and worship the golden calf, but 
at tbe same lime, in no part of the world is a stronger 
sympatliy displayed in favour of the unfortunate or the 
oppressed, when their case is ouce fairly made known. 

As a sequel to the above statement, it may be meatiooed 
tbst Mr. Bransbv Cooper, the nephew and medical heir 
apparent of Sir Astley Cooper, met Mrs. Millard, and en- 
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quired wkiat h^ beeji lUe redalt at' her applituitiuu tu llie 
Committee ef the Londoa Hofi|»L»l, and on her stftting th*t 
alie bad aKf-eriained at last that Sir A titley Cooper bad betai 
irt a great measure the instigator of the pruceedings against 
ber husband, be declared Ins belief that it was "a danuied 
lie," and tliat his uncle never could have been guilty of tiio fl 
basenexs and duiilicity attributed to hiio. It will be, bowi I 
ever, far the public to decide between the ReverendGovernoC 1 
of Ihe Jjoudon Uospit^, and the titled Liecturer of SUt I 
Tbouas's. To one of them certainly belongs the credit df | 
iavwnting this caluuniiy on the unfortunate William Millard* I 
and th« melancholy consequence with which it was attended I 
Mr, Bransby Cooper on this occasion oJi'ered his servicai 1 
to coiiraien<'e a subscriptios among the medical students of 
S4. Thamas's Hospital for her, by all of whoin W husband 
was, he said, greatly esteemed and respected; and h«i 
pr»a>iaed to call on ber in a day or two afterwards to 
communicate with her further an the subject. Upwards oC I 
a twelvemonth baa elapsed since tliis promise was given t I 
Mr. Bransby Cooper has never troubled himself further, 
about poor Millard or his destitute family.* 

Having introduced this gentleman to the notice of ouB 
readers, it may not be amiss to add a few particul&ri 
respecting him, as illustrative of tlie pfeseot state of Stt I 
Thomas's and Guy's Hospitals. , i 

* Mr. Branaby Cooper now resides with his uncle, far the purpow of I 
K«ei-vlng the crmnba trhlch fall from tlie htter"!! tnbk ; in other norcls, 10 I 

Erofit by the overflow of his wealtby relative'ipractice. Thia arrangemeMt I 
I an extremely fortunate eircunutani^e for the c rowdi of credulous peo^ 
who flock to Sir A. C't. house, under the impresBion ^lat there is but >nJ 
■kilFbl «urf;eoD bi&njcland; for, skhongh Mr. Bransby Cooperhas neve^ ] 
been charged with encessive acutenesi or ilexKrity, yelbis adrioetflMt 
be preferabie to tbat of Sir AnCley Cooper's valet or porter, Charle* 
Balderson, who has for many years opened Ihe Aoor to Sir Astley'a I 
^atienta, and wbohaabeenpermitted, bySir Astley, topreicribeforthemT I 
Le urai n'eit p"S lnujours nraiacmHaile, yet sacli tlie fact A medical I 
■tadent, some few years Bince, bad a patient for whom Le wiihed the ] 
benefit of Sir Astley'a advice. His indignation may be conceived, whsa I 
he dlicovered that another person, who tartied oot to be Charles Balderst^ I 
Sir Anley'i footman, had taken the fee and prescribed for his patletfB I 
By Ibese, and other booesi means, Charle^i has contrived toamasamoMy 1 
enoDgh to give lar^e fees witli each of three sons, whom be is educatiu | 
(olheinedtcBl proteasion, and who, if he beqneatbg bis own experiendS 
iBthem, may all turn out Astley CMptn. Charles wenid hare retiredi 
lODK since, to enjoy Ue fruit* of hia ingenidty, but that, like a nlnister rf 
Bl&Ie, be cannot easily bring himself to relinquish the sweets of office. 

We hare only, in conclusion, to recommend any of oar readers who 
may «Mi to comoU Sir Astley to propitiate Charles by a fne wfll 
'>*'™ae> Tarying according to tba arKiKy of the eate, from a cntra 
piece to a sovereign, otberwine they will have little chanee of seeine the 
idol. " 
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*- Sir AmIIkj Goopor receBtly rea^aed tbr tsctareslnp of 
St. ThiMnt*s, ID the foU pervo&sioB, ibat like his tilk aad 
JJurtnBC it was (o be bernlitarf, and that his nephew would 
of coarse nccecd to iL Or the rcsignatioD of asr eDnoent 
lectorer, we believe., it is ctutonBiy tm the stodeDts to 
adbocribe to present him with a piece of ^ate, »s * testi- 
MMiy of re^rd and n-spect. It spears, Mwever, that on 
the season preceding his resignation. Sir Astley Cooper 
had Dot only omitted to lectare, bat had not even bonoored 
the stadents with a single afteodance. although his name 
bad been amtouoced as one of the lecturers, and the 
ttbscripliona paid under that imprtssioH. ^^'beD the 
stodents were therefore applied to for the purpose of sub- 
srribing, they uuiversally de^-lined makii^ any contribution 
for the purpose abovementiooed. ami ^r Astley was tbns 
mulcted for the neglect of his duties. But this was not the 
only mortification he had to encounter; a competitor 
appeared, in the person of Mr. John F. South, for the 
vacant lecluresfaip. and this gentleman was the more fortu- 
nate candidate. More fortunate, we suy, because in point 
of talent, we bebeve it would be difficult to determine wluch 
has the advantage. What then made Mr. Bransby Cooper 
kiA the beam and incline the scale in favour of Mr. John 
F. South ? If report speaks true, it was what some learned 
philosopher calls a " concatenation of causes" proceeding 
as follows: The tri^asurer of St. Thumas's Hospital, as 
tLe reader lias already been iufonued, is the autocrat of 
that establishment ; the apothecary is considered to be Ibe 
prime minister of the treasurer ; and, finally, the apothecary 
Las a fair daughter, to whom the successor of Sir Astley 
Las sued io strains, which 



Stealing and giviD;: odoar." 

The consequence was, that instead of Mr. Bransby Cooper - 
succeeding his uncle, Mr. i. F. South was appointed to lite 
vacant lectureship. As a chain of causes and eflects, 
accounting for the success of the new lecturer, nothing haa 
been more satisfactorily deduced since tlie <Uscuveries of 
Sir Isaac Newton. Sir Astley Cooper, it may be iinagittedj 
lias not borne very calmly this second disappointment and 
intimation of declining influence. An old adage declarea, that 
" revenge is sweet;" and in order to enjoy these sweets. 



Sir Aatley lias determined to create' it schiBin between the 
hilberto united Lospitala of Guy's and St. Thomas, bjr 
opening a new arhool of anatomj' in the former. Relink 
qaishing his cuaLomary enjoymen Ls at this season of ths 
year, of killing and maiming hares and pheasants, he is 
moving (as the phrase is) heaven and earth to get ready^ 
by the commencement of the autumnal season, a new 
theatre of anatomy, " with entirely new scenery and 
decorations," at which himself and his nephew may make 
tlieir first appearance. 

Whether the expense nf this new speculation is borne by- 
Sir Astley or not, we are unable to state ; bat we think it nofc 
improbable, as the funds of Cuy's Hospital are very ample/ 
that the cost will be sustained, to use the ingenious phra^ 
seology of the historian of St. Thomas's Hospital, partlif.- 
by the funds of the Institution, and partly by those whoafl 
interests are more immediately concerned. Certain it i»' 
however, that Guy's Hospital is about to be applied td 
purposes, which its venerable and excellent founder never 
contemplated. That the public may be satisfied withoirt 
the imprisonment and death of any one ; that the bodies of 
those buried at Guy's Hospital are secure from disturbance^ 
we shall take the liberty of mentioning the following anecdote/ 
A few months since, a patient was admitted into tha^ 
Institution, labouring under some complaint which hack 
enlarged the head to an enormous size : the disease havin|p ' 
baffled the skill of the medical attendants, the poor felloni' 
at length died. If tlie bodies of patients, which having nothing' 
remarkable about them cannot escape the dissecting kuif^ 
it will readily be guessed, that such a curiosity as tJii** i 
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proviiling the means fot erecting these costly edifices is correct, so far,' 
Ihnt instead of the expense heiitg borne partly by those whose interests bW ■ 
mom immediately concerned, and partly by the fands of the institntloi^ _ 
the Eflo/e coil, lo the nmount ef itvcral Uiouaand pimnds has been taken, 
out of the fnnds of Oiiy's Hospital I 

It is a melancholy fact, that hundrtdi of the aick poar ate turned aaatr 
asaekig {torn St. Thomas's and Gay's Hosiutal unrelieved andnnassistei^' 
because there is no room tt> receive them, whilst the funds of tltese richly-, 
cndoned instlttitl6ns, instead of being used for the only pnrpose towliicbi. 
the; can be legitimately applied, 1. c. the mUrgtment of Ikt iuildlngi 
for the i«ceptioa of the nuBeriDg poor, are devoted it - - 
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flplcen and caprice, and to fill (he coffers of pr'iva 
already rolling in wealth. 
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would be eagerly sought after. On the deatli of this per- 
■OQ being communicated to bis relatives, his mother and 
sister came np from the country to attend his funeral. They 
of course proceeded to the Hospital, and begged to be 
allowed to see the body. The steward to whom they 
addressed themselves, deeply regretted that the body was 
in such a state that it could not be seen : had they come 
but a day sooner their request would have been readily 
nooiplied with ; these good unsuspecting people went away 
nothing doubting the steward's veracity; they afterwards 
attended tlie funeral, and wept over a coflin filled with 
brickbats and sawdust, and which was committed to the 
esrtli with all due solemnity, by the Rev. Chaplain, as 
" the body of our dear brother Aere departed, in the sure 
hope of the resurrection of eternal life." It only remains 
(or us to add in conclusion and confirmation of our story, 
that the skeleton of our " dear brother" now forms one of 
the greatest curiosities in the museum of Guy's Hospital, 
where it may be seen by all who can obtain adiui.ision to 
thtU. receptacle of " physiological phenomena." 

In order that the farce which is performed at these 
hospitals to delude the public may be deficient in itoue of 
itsr parts, a man is paid between fifty and sixty pounds a 
year bo watch the burial ground of the united Hospitals at 
night, that no profane hands may disturb the repose of the 
dead. This good man may, however, enjoy his repose 
nearly as well in his watch box as he could at home, with- 
out any neglect of duty ; sleeping or waking, he is assured 
tha>t no bodies will ever be stolen, for the simple and all 
satisfactory reason — that none are placed there to steal. 
Thus it will be perceived that every possible precautiob is 
taken to keep the public in the dark as to the purposes to 
which Hospitals are applied, and the manner in which they 
are managed. But, notwithstanding these precautions, the 
truth will sometimes transpire, as we find in the case which 
latently mentioned, was in the public papers as having 
occurred at Middlesex Hospital. A young woman died 
there possessing a remarkably, fine set of teeth, on her 
friends proceeding to remove the body for the pui^ose of 
inferring it, they found that all her teeth had been extracted. 
This excited both a general feeling of surprise and Indig- 
nation in the minds of the public, who are not aware that 
ttie teeth of those who die in these establishments form a 
part of the regidar perquisites of some one or other of the 
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medical attendants. In coiroboralion of tliis statement, we 
have only to mention a fact wbich occurred at the House 
of Correction, and in which a gentleman already " favorably 
known" to the reader of the ]>receding pages figures as a 
chief actor. About two years since a poor black (who bad 
been sent to the " Cave of Despair," in CoH Bath Fields, 
by some of the humane and enlightened disj)en3ers of law 
for the atrocious crime of asking aliiis), after pining some 
time ander the tender care of Mr. Webbe, at last took hi* 
departure to that place " where the wicked cease from' 
troubling, and the weary are at rest." His body wftS 
transferred as usual to a place appropriated for the purpone 
called the dead house. The poor fellow had a beautiful set' 
of teeth, as white as ivory ; these had attracted the attention 
of Webbe, jun. the assistant and hopeful son of his worthy 
progenitor, Webbe, sen. the former determined to lose nb 
time in making himself master of this treasure, as by tbfe 
Nale of them to some fashionable dentist he would be enabletl 
to make a pretty considerable addition to his pock«l' 
money.* Accordingly, having upon some pretext obtainrf 
the keys of the dead house from his indulgent and ttn^ 
suspecting papa, he proceeded as soon " as the iron tongue 
of midnight had tolled twelve." accompanied by one of tbe 
assistants of the prison, to the place containing the body' 
of tlieEthiop; having gained admission, he grasped liift- 
instruments and approached his prey " with expectation' 
big," when who caii paint bis consternation on finding that^ 
every tooth had disappeared, was clean gone, and " had' 
left not a wreck behind," (the fact was, the old fox had' 
been more on the alert than the young one, and had lhu»' 
carried off the prize): exclaiming, "Why, damn h, «J" 
father has been here befbre me," and dutifully wishing bira'- 
at the devil for having thus destroyed all his golden vision's 
he sorrowfiilly retraced his steps, and left the remains of 
the poor negro's mortal tenemerit in peace. 

Having digressed thus much for the information, and, 
perliaps, for the amusement, of the reader, it is time for ua 
to bring our narrative to a close, by adding a few words ' 
respecting the present condition and future prospects of ' 
the widow and family of the unfortunate Wm. Millard. 
The reader is already aware what has been the result of Mrs. 
Millard's application for relief, or redress, to the different 
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individuals wlio were instrumental in bringing about 
the imprisonment, and subsequent death, of her husband, 
and the distress and misery in which they have thus plunged 
his family. Beyond a paltry attempt at a subscription, 
and an insolent proposal to take one of her children as a 
foot-boy, nothing has been done for her. Nay, in order to 
intercept, effectually, any benefit she might have derived 
from those gentleman in tlie profession, to whom her husband 
was known, the professors and officers oi' St Thomas's 
Hospital have most industriously cirindated a report that 
Sir Astiey Cooper has made a comfortable provision for 
herself and family. A more ingenious plan to gain a 
reputation for kindness and benevolence, whilst inflicting ». 
real injury, could scarcely be conceived. But whilst Mrs. 
Millard has experienced such treatment, from those who 
liave made her children fatherless, and herself a widoWj 
she acknowledges with gratitude, the kindness, the sympa-: 
thy, and commiseration, she has eJtperienced from varioos 
charters, but especially from the following gentlemen,; 
belonging to the me die alpr (Session : — Mr. Kent, Mr. Swan„ 
Mr. College, Mr. Carpue, &c. &c. It 

Since the loss of her husband, Mrs. Millard has been- 
stnaining every nerve to obtain, by the labour of her hands, 
the necessaries of hfe, for her six children, three of whom 
are struggling with a disease to which medicine can afford 
lip relief. She hersclfis now attacked by a fearfuLcomplaint. 
which threatens her with a premature death ; her constitu- 
tion is rapidly giving way under the anxiety ai^d fatigue of 
mind and body, which she has had to encounter. If it.; 
should be her fate, as in all probability it will, to sink 
under the accumulated su&erings of sickness, poverty, and 
grief, she will submit to her fate, she declares, with compa- 
rative satisfaction, having done justice to the memory of 
her injured husband, and to the conduct of those, wha,l 
" persecuted him unto death.'' , , ,,i .|>i 
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{Some further particulars of Mr. WaMey. alluded 
to in the preceding pages, as illustrative of kia rha.- 
racter.^ 
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COURT OF RING'S BENCH. 

Thursday, June 21, 1821. 

WAKLY V. THE HOPE INSURANCE COMPANY. 

This was an Action on a Policy of Insurance for £ 1 ,200^ 
being for property destroyed by fire at No. 5, Argyl>> j 
street. 

Mr. Denman stated the plaintiff's case, tlie generil'l 
outline of which has been before tiie public in police rcporU^ I 
Mr. Wakly, the learned counsel stated, was a surgeon o' 
great respectability, the son of a landliohler in Kent. I _ 
I)ec ember, 1819, he went to live in Argyll-street; <>n4- i 
being married in February, 1820, he thought fit to increaw J 
his insurance from £600 to if 1,200 — an accession ofhoueer j 
hold property naturally occurring on that occasion. Oa J 
the night of the 26tb of August a fire broke out, whii:£ j 
destroyed the house ; and Mr. Wakly's narrative -'' *'^- ' 
circumstances (which Mr. Denman admitted ti 
extraordinary), though be thought it fully entitlec 
was as follows : — On tlie night in question, Mr. Wakly^S I 
eyes being disordered^ he had leeches br'ought him. Mrs, 
Wakly was on a visit to her father, and there were onlv ' 
two servants in the house. The servants went to bedaboul 
half past 11, and lie proceeded to apply the leeches. Some 
time after he heard a knocking at the Joor.and (m opening { 
it, a man appeared, who requested his immediate attend-; 
ance on Mr. Ivatf, a patient in the city. Mr. Wakly 
stated his own indisposition as a reason for not going tha£ 
night, but promised to go early in the morning. The man; 
then said he was very hot and thirsty, and begged foi^- 
something to drink. Mr. Waklyadmittedhim ; and tv'ing^ - 
a towel round his head, went down into the cellar to draw 
some cider for the man. Coming back up the stairs, he 
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received a violeni blow on tlie lieaiJ, wliicli stunned liinr. 
Wlien lie recovered hia senses, he found tlie house full of 
RDiokeandfianie. He rushed into the back-kitdien, and con- 
trived, hy standing on a meat-safe, to force his way out oh 
some leads, and thence into the yard of Mr. Thomson, his 
next door neighbour. From that time till two o'clock, 
when Le was found in Mr. Tiiomson's bouse, be could give 
no account of himself. He was in a state of insensibility. 
The only way in which he could account for the attempt 
against him, was, that a calumnious ' '6P 0''t had got abroad , 
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,_.....„ -.- Mr. Denman concluded by observing ou the 

1 in probability, nay, the impossibility, of Mr. Wakly's having 
raised the iire himself. Where a man risked his own life, 
the lives of his servants and his neighbours, avery power- 
ful motive must be discovered. Now Mr. Wakly was well 
offin (he world — rising fast into practice and reputation ; 
and ao far from having to gain by a fire, he would lose 
money, should he recover the ^£1,200. 

Mr. Geo. Thomson deposed, that he was aiariuod on 
the night in question, just before one o'clock, by a noise 
in the street, and cry of fire. He ran down, and found 
Mr. Wakly's door open, and the house in flames. He 
busied himself in removing his plate, &c. and in about 
three quarters of an hour, be first saw Mr. Wakly in his 
(witness's) passage, with his clothes wet, himself covered 
with dirt and blood, and having the appearance of derange- 
ment or intoxication. Mr. W. was removed to Mr. Parker's, 
opposite, and there witness saw him about four in the 
morning. He was very languid and ill ; and he shewed 
witness three cuts on bis breast. There were no bruises. 

Mr. S. Parker corroborated such parts of the above 
account as he was concerned in, particularly the deranged 
appearance of Mr. Wakly. He also stated, that Mr. W.'s 
body was much bruised. 

Daniel Wicker, and Sarak, his wife, were the servants 
in the plaintiff's house. Were alarmed about one o'clock 
by the noise, and rushing down stairs, got out into the 
street through the passage, which was not much burnt 
then. The house was pretty well furnished. Most of the 
furniture was bought from the previous tenant. Archdeacon 
Woltaston ; and there was some new furniture at the time 
of the marriage. Mr. Wakly was very regular in all his 
payments. 



^H Joseph Ashelford is an upholsterer. He valued the 

^H Archdeacon's furniture which Mr. Wakly took at between 
^1 500 and .£600, but Mr. Wakly Imd it for ^300. Witness 
^K furnished new|goods to the amount of ^80. In the inventory 
presented to the Hope office, lie valued three rose-wowl 
tables at £27. 

ftlr. GuRNEY—They are charged, my LtHrd, ia the 
maker's bill at £16. 

Witness — Mj inventory for the office was m&de after 
the fire, and of course from tneinory. 

Further evidence was adduced, to prove, that the 
plaintiff had bought the household goods ofa Mr. Malison, 
valued at £40 ; and that Mrs. Wakly was handsomely 
fitted out on her marriage, having £300 worth of clothes, 
£30 of plate, besides numeroua presents from relations. 

Mr. Marryat, for the defendants, contended, in the 

first place, that gross fraud had been committed by the 

\y plaintiff m his inventory to the Hope office. For furniture, 

which bad cost at most £450, £736 were charged ; fof 

plate £168 were claimed, and all the melted metal found 

in the ruins had weighed only 73 ounces ; and articles had 

been put into the inventory as silver, remnants of which had 

been found, and found to be merely plated. Again, the 

difference between the property alleged, and the bills of 

purchase, shkwbd an audacious attempt at fraud. 

The alleged property was £1542, but the vouchebs 

ONLY WARRANTED £708. Now Mr. Wakly had been a 

housekeeper but a few months, and therefore had means 

of proving purchases. He now came to the estraordinarjf 

fittack of the midnight assassin. That assassin must have 

been a man of no ordinary penetration ; he must have 

discovered that Mr. Wakly had a patient named Ivatt ) 

and he must have foreseen that at the particular hour of 

his visit, Mr. Wakly would, in person, open the street 

door to him (having previously sent all the servants to 

bed); refused to attend a patient, and go down stairs to 

draw beer. He (Mr. Marryatt) put it to the jury whether 

a gentleman knocked up at twelve at night, and asked 

for liquor, was not more likely to give the petitionee sis-; 

^H pence, and send him to tlie public-house, than himself to 

^H go down into the cellar? The assassin, it was said) 

^H knocked Mr. Wakly down, and stabbed him; but he went 

^^L to Hammersmith next day, and the doctor who attended 

^^r him had not been called. Mr. Wakly was found hftif aa 



fcouf after Ute^Blarin in Mr. Tbomson's bouse. Where had 
he been from tlie breaking out of the (ire ? When he found 
the Louse in flames, why go through the skylight, ivhen he 
might have walked out at the street, door f And again, 
why break the skylight to get upon the leads when there 
was a back door ? There was another circumstance worthy 
the attention of the jury. It had been suggested by the 
plaintiff, that he had lost a quantity of guineas contained 
in a writing-desk. The writing-desk had been burned, bul 
the guineas would not burn, they would not even melt ; 
and yet no guinea could ever be found among the ruins, 
although the rubbish had been sifted- Still the unknown 
stranger might have stolen the guineas. There were two 
circumstances against that : first, he had left untouched a 
pair of silver candlesticks close to the desk ; and next, 
although the desk had been burned, the lock had been found 
in a locked state ; a thief, after stealing the guineas, would 
scarcely have taken the trouble to lock the desk after him. 
In fact, as the jury would see, Mr. Wakly had been mer- 
cifully dealt by, for the murderer had made wounds only 
skin deep, and the thief had carried away nothing. 

G. Beforth and D, Bliss were the watchmen who 
entered the house on the alarm. They proved, that before 
the servants rushed out, they heard the bolt of the street 
door undrawn ; that Mr. Wakly could be found no where, 
and that the hack parlour door was locked. 

Stephen Lavender, the police officer, gave important 
evidence as to the cuts in the clothes of the plaintiff. [A 
figure was put in the witness bos, of tlie size and figure of 
tlie plaintiff, dressed in the clothes worn on the fatal night.] 
" There are two cuts in the shirt where on/if one appears 
jM the waistcoat. There is a considerable stain on the 
cut part of the shirt; but there is no coi-responding 
stain on the inside of thr, waistcoat. The stain here 
tipon the shirt is certainly made by a mixtitre of b/ood 
and water. If the stain li^ been made by blood flowing 
from a wound, it would, no doubt, have been of a much 
deeper colour. Mr. Wakly told me that he had received 
two threatening letters before the fire ; but he did not say 
Ihar they spoke of his having cut off the heads of Thistle- 
wood and his companions. He said lie believed them to 
liave arisen out of some jealousy at his late marriage." 

Mr. Thomas Harvey, a surgeon, thought the stains 
were made by a lighter fluid than blood. 
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Dr» Stepheji Lute found two very 3%ht wo.^iidd .pr^ 
tfaie plaihtiff's body, not sufficient, he thoughtito^lproduce. 
the stains on the shirt. Mr. Keats, a surgeon,, hi^d attended 

plaintiff before witness. , .,. 

• Jfr. 'W. King, a surgeon and apothecary, ha&atiended 
tp plaintiff's business while plaintiff was in the qountry.. 
During about ten days, witness was only calle<[ to : one 
patient. : .^ . 

, Mr. Denman> in reply, urged, th&t tim. ^istadkel of 
stating pUted articles for silver was ooirectodinitbe voucheps: 
accompanying the inventory. He contended that> under; 
all circumstances, there were as many vouchers as could 
be expected ; and he dwelt with great force on the want of 
an ostensible motive on the part of Mr. Wakly to commit 
the dreadful crimes of murder and arson. 

The Chief Justice remarked, that the absence of 
apparent motive, though it told strongly for Mr. Wakly, 
was not conclusive. In estimating the claim against the 
Office, the Jury would consider in the plaintiff's favour, 
that having purchased the furniture from an outgoing tenant, 
he got it very cheap. The evidence of Beforth as to the 
undrawing of the street door bolt was material : and that 
of Bliss, as to his having found the door of the back parlour 
fast, was still more so ; because the fastening of the back 
parlour door was incompatibly with THE TALE, 
ALREADY EXTRAORDINARY, TOLD BY MR. 
WAKLY. It was possible, however, that Bliss might 
have mismanaged the lock of the back parlour door in his 
hurry. His Lordship wished that Mr. Keats the surgeon 
had been called, because the plaintiff, by his own account, 
must have received a very violent blow upon the head. 
Now no witness had spoken to any such hurt. 

The Jury, after retiring for about a quarter of an hour 
found for the plaintiff— Damages jil200. 



It will not be necessary to make any observation upon 
the above trial, as it will speak sufficiently for itself. With 
respect to the verdict which was obtained against the Fire 
Office in this case, it should not be forgotten that the Two 
Thurtells brought an action against the County Fire 
Office, and were equally fortunate with the plaintiff in the 
present case, in obtaining a verdict against the Insurance 
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tried. coBincted. mad is mam siftrii^ the 
peBaitj- cf hxtmc cosspiral to dcfraad tW County fiiss- 
raaee Coapanr. How coosdii^ it nast be to Mr. Wakly 
mad kis (ntndm to refect, &it thoe is aot the sUgfcteat 
mribnity b e twee n the two cases: tbat not tbe remotesl 
saspicioB can attach to Us condHct; mad tbat bad Us cba- 
racter been snbmitted to the test o( a judicial exaBinatioB, 
siadfar to that of Thifftefl% it wonld. ^ Eke gold seren 
tines tried in the fiunatc, " bare cobk ont o( the ordeal 
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